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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Throughout our lives we have experiences that open our eyes to new perspectives and alter our trajectories.  
The cumulative effect can be life-changing. When Thomas Steitz ’62 won the 2009 Nobel Prize in Chemistry,  
he described how his Lawrence education changed the path of his life. As a chemistry major, Steitz took 
courses in anthropology, philosophy and religion, a wide-ranging experience that transformed the way he 
thought about the world. “It gave me an appreciation about how to think about answering questions,” he said, 
“because that’s what I was taught how to do, how to put things together, how to integrate information.” Steitz 
credited the critical thinking skills learned at Lawrence for providing a broad and solid foundation for his future 
research and teaching.
 
Steitz’s statement certainly describes the Lawrence experience, where our students 
immerse themselves in a rigorous liberal arts curriculum presented in an environment 
that nurtures creativity, individuality and exploration. In the short time that I have been 
president, I have quickly learned how accurately Steitz described the opportunity we offer.
 
Since October I have enjoyed traveling throughout the country to meet with 
Lawrence alumni, parents and friends of the college at 10 regional events. While 
these gatherings provided an opportunity for more than 800 attendees to learn a 
bit more about me, they also allowed me to hear their Lawrence stories and learn 
more about their Lawrence experiences. I can easily say that no matter which city 
I was in, there was a recurring theme in my conversations: a Lawrence education 
is transformational.
 
For some Lawrentians that metamorphosis happened during their freshman year, 
while others didn’t realize how profoundly Lawrence had impacted their lives until 
after graduation. Regardless of the timing of these revelations, being at Lawrence 
clearly made the days after Lawrence rewarding in many meaningful, yet often 
unexpected, ways.
 
This issue of Lawrence magazine is filled with diverse examples of the transformative 
nature of a Lawrence education: participating in off-campus study experiences that 
opened doors to faraway places, finding a warm welcome from a community of learners 
while hundreds of miles from home, gaining the courage to pursue what once seemed 
to be impossible dreams, and sustaining the joy that comes from having lifelong 
connections to professors, classmates, the campus and our retreat at Björklunden.
 
Lawrence’s distinctive features are many. An ability to provide life-changing experiences  
to its students, however, is clearly one of the core strengths that makes us relevant in this 
changing world of ours. 
I look forward to meeting more of you at Reunion and in the months ahead,  
and to hearing your Lawrence stories.
Best wishes,
Mark Burstein
Dear Lawrentians,
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Life-changing 
Learning
By Jerald Podair, professor of history and Robert S. French Professor of American Studies
When I speak with prospective students about Lawrence, 
I invariably mention the phrase “life changing.” Lawrence, 
I say, will change your life. It will create opportunities, 
open possibilities and build success. Lawrence students, 
I say, acquire the skills that will lead them to challenging, 
interesting and often quite remunerative careers. So 
far, so good. But then I tell them that Lawrence serves 
also as an introduction to the life of the mind, which is 
priceless on its own terms and for its own sake. You  
may not make a penny from the mind’s life, I say, but 
it is the most precious gift Lawrence offers. That’s 
when I see the wheels start spinning in the prospective 
student’s head. “Wait, he said that Lawrence graduates 
are successful and make money … but then he said 
something about ‘the mind,’ and how it won’t earn me 
a cent. And how that doesn’t matter. What is he talking 
about? Which is it?” Well, both, of course. Lawrence 
combines opportunities for both material and intellectual 
wealth. You will learn and earn.
But getting that point across isn’t easy. It isn’t self-
evident. In fact, it bears some resemblance to the 
argument in our Freshman Studies perennial, The 
Republic, that a just life is not only intrinsically valuable 
but also good for you in a practical sense. So how do 
we make the point that Lawrence will be a life-changing 
experience in both senses? I got my chance to do so 
when I was asked to deliver Lawrence’s 2012 Honors 
Convocation on the theme of “The Life of the Mind.” In 
it I argued that a liberal education offered some rewards 
that could be measured and some that could not. I cited 
statistics indicating that by the midpoint of their careers 
Lawrence graduates earned the highest average salaries 
in the state of Wisconsin and among the highest in 
the Midwest. I described a hypothetical job interview at 
Google in which a liberally educated Lawrentian is able 
to use the critical reasoning skills that are a hallmark of 
our curriculum to solve one of the notoriously confusing 
questions the firm asks its applicants ... and get the 
job. Then I described our Lawrentian receiving a cryptic, 
vaguely worded assignment from his Google boss that 
would leave most employees flummoxed. Our Lawrence 
alumnus, however, would again use those invaluable 
critical skills to “figure it out.” 
All of this would lead to raises, promotions, material 
security and perhaps substantial wealth. All good, of 
course. But I also argued that, even if it brings them 
no material wealth at all, Lawrence’s life of the mind 
would make students rich. I quoted the words of Niccolo 
Machiavelli, who five centuries ago wrote of entering his 
study, donning “garments regal and courtly,” and feasting 
for hours at a time on the great minds of the past. There, 
he wrote, “I forget every trouble, I do not dread poverty,  
I am not frightened by death; entirely I give myself over 
to them.” I told the students at the convocation that their 
task was to seek out “what will transcend ‘the hours’ 
and serve for ‘all time’” and make these the subjects  
of a lifetime’s worth of learning. I told them that we were 
leaving the greatest minds, souls and ideas in their 
hands, and that it was up to them to carry them forward.
A Lawrence education, then, is life changing in a 
multitude of ways. I hope I made that point during my 
convocation. But how to bring this message home in 
a more concrete way? There is an old saying that an 
author’s job is to show, not tell. I can tell a prospective 
student that Lawrence changes lives. I can tell current 
Lawrence students the same thing. But how can I show 
them that this is so, in real life, with deeds and not just 
words? The answer came from Lawrence’s Provost and 
Dean of the Faculty David Burrows, who shortly after my 
convocation suggested that we assemble a volume of 
essays by our alumni recounting the ways in which liberal 
arts study at Lawrence was life changing. We would 
ask Lawrentians across the generations the following 
questions: “What did liberal arts study do for you?” “How 
did it help you professionally? Intellectually? Personally?” 
RIGHT: Emily McLane ’14, Professor Jerald Podair and Max Burgess ’14
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Life-changing 
Learning
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We sent out a solicitation to the entire Lawrence 
community and began receiving responses in early  
2013. Provost Burrows, Associate Vice President  
of Communications Craig Gagnon ’76 and I selected  
32 of them. They appear in the newly published  
Learning for a Lifetime: Liberal Arts and the Life  
of the Mind at Lawrence University.
As we expected—these are Lawrentians, after all—the 
responses were filled with life stories deeply influenced 
by the liberal arts. Many contributors came to Lawrence 
intending to study one subject but changed their minds 
after taking a fascinating course or encountering 
an inspiring professor. Others changed their career 
trajectories as a result of their Lawrence experiences. 
Many changed their attitudes toward learning generally, 
leading them to an engagement with the life of the mind. 
And of course the common denominator here is the word 
“change.” Changed interests, changed careers, changed 
perspectives and, ultimately, changed lives. The stories  
in Learning for a Lifetime testify to liberal education’s 
power to motivate, to challenge and to open new vistas. 
All of our respondents seemed to be materially 
comfortable, and some quite well off; the oft-repeated 
jibe-disguised-as-a-question, What can you do with a 
liberal arts degree? certainly had been put to rest. 
But even more important were reports of fulfilling and 
meaningful lives. Often this meant being prepared for 
change, being comfortable with it, understanding that 
life does not follow a script. One of our contributors, 
Mollie Bodin Claar ’08, wrote of using her research on 
pirates in early modern Europe when she applied for a 
job at an economic consulting firm. When her potential 
employer asked, “What do pirates in early modern Europe 
have to do with economic consulting?” she answered, 
“Everything. Who do you think was the first economic 
consultant?” Mollie explained that privateers like Sir 
Francis Drake used economic calculations in their work 
and that today we would call them “outside consultants.” 
(She got the job). 
Another recent graduate, Ranga Wimalasuriya ’12, 
arrived on the Lawrence campus intending to be a  
doctor or an engineer, but soon realized that “a  
Lawrence education was what one wanted it to be.” 
Lawrence gave him an asset of incalculable value: 
freedom. Wimalasuriya used that freedom to follow  
the arc of his interests. He constructed a “broad, 
imaginative education” that led in turn not only to a 
career path in the global economy but also to a “zest  
for learning that will last me a lifetime.” 
Jonah Nigh ’02 initially “could not fathom the need 
to study statistics, psychology or any other subjects 
that were not immediately applicable to getting on a 
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stage” and performing opera. But he still 
took literature courses and worked on The 
Lawrentian, learning how to write as well 
as sing. He also fulfilled his work-study 
requirements at the Career Center, helping 
his fellow students plan their futures. Soon 
after graduation, vocal chord damage ended 
his singing career, the only one he had 
ever imagined. But Nigh realized “that my 
other arsenal of skills—including writing, 
communication and problem-solving—were 
available thanks to my liberal arts education 
at Lawrence.” He used them to become an 
artist representative, theatre consultant, 
grant writer and fund raiser in the creative 
community. None of these would have been 
possible, he wrote, “but for the informed 
habits and skills I acquired during my liberal 
arts education.” Because of that education, 
Nigh was able to adapt, change and 
continue to live the life he imagined. 
Similarly, Martha Olson ’77 described 
her liberal arts background as “the most 
practical preparation for a life one cannot 
predict.” Like so many other Lawrentians, 
she matriculated with a career plan that 
was changed substantially by her liberal 
education. Encouraged by Lawrence faculty 
“to explore the less obvious path, to 
consider options,” Olson moved from an 
initial interest in teaching mathematics to 
research in psychology to graduate business 
school to brand development and on to 
corporate management, on a path that 
continues to promise new challenges and 
opportunities. Lawrence, Olson wrote, “gave 
me the ability to change.” 
And indeed, what strikes me about all of 
the essays in Learning for a Lifetime is 
their appreciation for change and their 
optimism for the future. Even our oldest 
contributors—eight received their degrees 
in 1960 or earlier—are eager to experience 
what comes next. Lawrence helped lead 
them to fulfilling careers. It taught them to 
become lifelong learners. It changed them 
professionally, intellectually and personally. 
We pass through dozens of institutions 
during the course of our lives. How many of 
them can change us in all of those ways? 
And thanks to Learning for a Lifetime, that’s 
what I can say to prospective students in 
the future: Lawrence will change your life. 
How do I know? Read the book. s
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Learning 
for a 
Lifetime
For more than a century and a half, Lawrence University has 
challenged students to live the life of the mind. In Learning for 
a Lifetime, Lawrence alumni describe the ways in which that 
life shaped them personally and professionally, opening new 
directions and unexpected opportunities. Supplemented by 
contributions from Lawrence administrators and faculty, the 
essays in Learning For a Lifetime offer a powerful reminder that 
the mind’s life is the best life of all.
Jonah Nigh ’02
Jack Nilles ’54
Martha Olson ’77
Joseph Patterson ’69
Brian Pertl ’86
Jerald Podair
Douglas Powell ’56
Jim Richardson ’72
Joel Rogers ’05
Thomas Schulz ’60
David Scott ’02
Timothy X. Troy ’85 
Raymond Tucker ’10 and  
     Brent Nathan ’10
Marlene Crupi Widen M-D’55
Ranga Wimalasuriya ’12
Rik Warch
Essays from the following individuals are included in the book:
Javier Arau ’98
Jeff Bowen ’60
Mollie Bodin Claar ’08
John Crawford ’11
Katie Ebben Drescher ’85
Bert Elliott ’58
Robin Fondow ’76
Augustin Fosu ’73
Basil Georgiadis ’78
David Glidden ’66
Carli Gurholt ’10
H. Michael Hartoonian ’60
Heather Warner Holton ’03
Ted Katzoff ’65
Kassandra Kuehl ’05
Katherine Lindsay ’00 
David Mitchell ’71
Jack Morris ’60
To order your copy of Learning for a Lifetime, visit:  
http://kks.lawrence.edu/leforli.html
LEFT: Christopher Moore ’17 with Professor Karen Leigh-Post
collaborating in the Seeley G. Mudd Library
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Posse and the Path to 
Lifelong Learning
By Jismy Raju ’11
My mother’s poignant words still 
ring clearly in my ears: “Never stop 
learning, and remember, it wasn’t 
always a right everyone had.” Not 
having the luxury herself of finishing 
high school, she made sure to 
instill in her children, especially her 
daughter, the value of education. 
Raised in destitution, her family 
could not afford it. She once told 
me she lost all hope the day her 
parents pulled her from school. After 
she moved to the States with her 
children, I witnessed the struggles 
of acclimating to a foreign culture 
and the seeming impossibility of 
securing a job without a diploma. 
However, despite her hardships, she 
still took the time to sit with me in 
the library and teach me English, 
though she hardly knew it herself. 
With full comprehension of the 
adversity that plagued my mother, it 
was then that I vowed if ever there 
were an opportunity to learn, I would 
take advantage of it. My mother’s 
story reminds me that, for so many, 
higher education is inaccessible 
and how lucky I am to consider it a 
right. I am cognizant of the fact that 
I would not have achieved half the 
successes in my life had it not been 
for the educational opportunities 
afforded to me. In this way, I know 
my mother’s words ring true. 
I recall my senior year of high 
school—the stress of college 
applications, interviews and, 
moreover, doing it alone. My parents 
emigrated from India when I was 
only four years old, and while 
they have assimilated well to the 
culture, they are not particularly well 
versed in the process of applying 
for college. Therefore, it was of 
my own volition and with my own 
diligence that I sought and achieved 
a Posse Scholarship to Lawrence 
University. The Posse Foundation 
is a nonprofit organization that 
identifies students with academic 
and leadership potential who might 
have been overlooked by traditional 
college admissions. Posse extends 
the opportunity to pursue personal 
and academic excellence by placing 
students in supportive, multicultural 
teams known as “posses.” For me, 
this support system was crucial in 
establishing a positive environment 
at Lawrence. Moving from New York 
City to a small city in Wisconsin, it 
might have been easy to feel lost, 
homesick and even misunderstood. 
Having a group of 10 individuals 
to listen to and empathize with my 
experiences was invaluable. Along 
with our Posse of 10 students, 
the organization also offered us 
continuing career guidance and 
academic advising, as well as a 
mentor on campus. 
With the support of the Lawrence 
community and my Posse, I felt 
fearless in pursuing various 
interests. I never expected to be 
involved in many different areas of 
the Lawrence community. I decided 
to join the fencing team with limited 
experience as well as work as one 
of the student managers for the 
football team. It showed me the 
dedication it takes to be a college 
athlete. Athletes have to keep 
to a strict training regimen while 
maintaining academic excellence. 
I also became involved within the 
international student community, as 
I felt that it was important to 
connect with and learn from others 
of such diverse backgrounds. My 
time on the international student 
group board provided me with the 
opportunity to lead a team—a 
skill that has transferred well to 
my career. The small, intimate 
environment at Lawrence allows 
students to take on leadership 
positions, which is not always the 
case at a larger university. There is 
a push on campus to explore things 
outside of your comfort zone, one of 
which is studying abroad. I was able 
to spend two terms in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, which was a life-changing 
experience. I never imagined I’d have 
the opportunity to live outside of the 
United States on my own. Lawrence, 
along with Posse, emphasized the 
importance of having a broader 
perspective of the world, and 
studying abroad exemplified this.
The Posse Foundation, along 
with my Lawrence education, was 
instrumental in my successful 
post-graduate life. Upon graduation, 
I moved to Chicago to work as 
an underwriter at Travelers. 
Transitioning to Chicago was easier 
in part because I knew I had a great 
education and experiences that 
put me on the path to success. 
Today, companies are looking for 
employees who have transferable 
skills and are able to adapt to a 
changing workplace. In my current 
role I have had to use many of the 
skills I gained at Lawrence namely 
how to think strategically and 
how to effectively communicate a 
message. In the business world I am 
constantly interacting with people of 
diverse backgrounds. Over the years, 
my three-part journey from New York 
City to Appleton to Chicago has 
7LAWRENCE
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taught me that everyone has his or her own journey, which 
ultimately shapes the individual, and that it is important to 
be conscious of that. 
To this day, the Posse Foundation has a significant 
presence in my life. It is a family to lean on wherever I go, 
and its encouragement was, and still is, essential to my 
current success. I recognize the value in having a support 
system like Posse during pivotal transitions. Since moving 
to Chicago, I have made an effort to pay it forward. I joined 
the Chicago Posse National Alumni Advisory Council, a 
board that seeks to connect and engage the Chicago 
Posse alumni community through various philanthropic, 
social and professional development opportunities. Within 
Travelers, I have taken the initiative of helping newcomers 
to the company, including recent Posse graduates, 
transition into life after college. I started my journey in 
a big city making my way to the smaller city of Appleton 
and continued my new journey into another major city. 
Through these experiences, I have continued to build upon 
my perspective and foundation. These moves were small 
steps on my path to becoming a well-rounded individual 
and I have many to thank for that, starting with my mother. 
s
Focusing on 
their Futures
Selfies—a self-portrait photo 
usually taken with a camera 
phone—are the rage these days. 
Fun, opportunistic and casual, 
these photos are usually posted to 
social networking sites. However, 
for graduating seniors and other 
students who want to present 
a more professional glimpse of 
themselves, posting selfies just 
won’t do. And falling back on a 
professionally taken high school 
graduation photo is definitely out  
of the question.
In order to help Lawrentians put 
their best faces forward, the Office 
of Communications is providing 
free professional headshots to any 
student who wants one. 
The idea was born out of a LinkedIn 
and social-media presentation 
that Lawrence photographer 
Rachel Crowl gave for the Career 
Services’ program Seniors: Support, 
Strategies and Success (S4). Since 
future employers pay attention to an 
applicant’s social media presence—
which often includes a photo—
Crowl saw a need that the Office of 
Communications could easily fill. 
The students being photographed 
appreciated the free service and  
saw it as another unique opportunity 
to prepare for life after Lawrence. 
“Who would have thought that a 
free headshot would make me feel 
smarter and ever ready for my life after 
college?” said Valerie Kessie ’14.
Initially marketed as an opportunity 
for members of the Class of 2014, 
once word spread about the photos, 
other students have asked to be 
photographed. It’s a request that 
Communications readily accommodates. 
“As a performance major, I knew that 
headshots would be a big chunk of 
change, so to have someone offer free 
headshots seemed almost too good to 
be true,” said Kirsten O’Donnell ’15. 
“And yet, it wasn’t!”
Due to its overwhelming popularity, 
Communications plans to offer the 
photography services again next year.
s
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ABOVE: Rachel Crowl takes a photograph of 
Valerie Kessie ’14
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When my husband, Ron, and I 
recently celebrated our class’s  
40th Reunion on campus, we 
relished sharing with classmates 
common memories of those days 
in the early ’70s: meeting many  
new friends, watching and 
participating in a rapidly changing 
world, studying hard and, finally, 
venturing into the wide world,  
girded with a Lawrence degree.
But we came away from Reunion 
weekend with so much more 
than fond feelings from that trip 
down Memory Lane. We were 
full of stories about how, after 
four decades, we still felt such 
connection to our classmates and, 
indeed, to Lawrence. We had been 
touched by the Lawrence Difference.
What is the Lawrence Difference? 
It is a phrase I’ve heard for many 
years when attending Lawrence 
alumni events and gatherings with 
prospective students and their 
parents. But what does it mean?
Books like Loren Pope’s Colleges 
That Change Lives refer to 
Lawrence’s excellence in academics, 
top-notch professors and students, 
state-of-the-art facilities, and 
effective, responsible stewardship of 
resources. The same can be said of 
any of the finest liberal arts schools. 
So what makes Lawrence different?
I believe the Lawrence Difference 
lies in the outstanding connection it 
fosters among Lawrence students, 
professors, administration and 
alumni. When I matriculated in the 
fall of 1969, I had no idea how 
important that sense of connection 
would be, nor that I was at the 
beginning of what has become 
a lifelong relationship with the 
college, my professors and my fellow 
students, many with whom I still 
share the deepest of friendships. 
By Kristen Olson Lahner ’73
The Lawrence Difference
Years at Lawrence changed my life in 
ways any great school helps students 
grow, learn and become contributing 
citizens of the world. But Lawrence 
offered me much more than that. 
Because of the Lawrence Difference, 
I’ve had many opportunities for 
continued and gratifying involvement 
with the college and my fellow alumni.
LUAA’s Board of Directors facilitates 
the connectivity between Lawrence 
and its alumni, and alumni with 
each other. During my years on the 
board, I experienced firsthand its very 
organized efforts to focus on how 
alumni can serve the college, but 
also on how the college can serve 
its alumni. This well-traveled two-
way path strengthens the feeling of 
connection among all of Lawrence’s 
constituencies, and the results are 
measurable and impressive. The 
board consists of alumni of all ages, 
current Lawrence student officers 
and members of the Lawrence 
administration—three entities 
working in concert to promote  
these connections. 
We can all be proud of the Lawrence 
of today, for reasons any prospective 
student will see when visiting the 
campus. What is more difficult to 
quantify is the Lawrence Difference, 
something that takes Lawrence 
beyond mere academic excellence, 
and that effectively fosters lifelong 
relationships between the college 
and its alumni, and its alumni with 
each other.
With this special story to tell, how 
can we best promote Lawrence? 
Get involved. Give your financial 
support. And when someone asks 
you, “Where did you go to school?”, 
reply with pride, “I graduated from 
Lawrence ... a place with a difference, 
the LAWRENCE difference.” Then, 
take the time to explain what that 
difference has meant in your life.
Kristen came to Lawrence believing she’d 
become a high school French teacher 
after graduation. Lawrence prepared her 
to educate, which she eventually did not 
as a French teacher but as assistant 
director of employee education at a 
large Milwaukee financial institution. 
But her real passion was design, and at 
age 28 she completed a postgraduate 
design degree, ultimately owning her 
own German kitchen design studio in 
the Minneapolis area for many years. In 
2003 her knowledge of French assisted 
her greatly as she formed a partnership 
with a non-English speaking artist in 
Provence. She imported the artist’s table 
linens, which Kristen and her Lawrence 
friend Judy Huus Klitgaard ’74 wholesaled 
and retailed throughout the United States 
during the first decade of 2000. Semi-
retired now, Kristen credits her Lawrence 
experience with giving her the confidence 
to pursue her dreams, the backbone 
to work through any roadblocks along 
the way, and the flexibility to apply her 
educational background to a variety of  
professional settings.
She is also deeply grateful that her days 
at Lawrence brought her together with 
her husband of 41 years, Ron Lahner ’73. 
They now live in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, 
and have two adult children, John and 
Janna. They continue to enjoy many deep 
friendships with fellow Lawrence alumni. 
Both remain active in alumni activities, 
having recently co-chaired their very 
successful 40th Class Reunion.
Kristen’s sister, Kimberly Olson Peterson, 
is also a Lawrence graduate from the 
Class of 1982. s
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FROM LEFT: Dominic Fumusa ’91, Ruby Jerins and Edie Falco in a scene from Nurse Jackie.
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I loved the Mudd. I loved filling up my bag with a day’s 
worth of reading and homework and camping in the 
library for hours on a Sunday. It was especially enjoyable 
during the Winter Term with the frigid weather howling 
outside. Studying (and occasionally napping) among 
those stacks of books invigorated me. Of course every 
college has a decent library. My point is my Lawrence 
education was first and foremost about the books I  
read and the questions I learned to ask of those books. 
I consider this to be the most important skill I learned 
at Lawrence: how to ask questions. My liberal arts 
education taught me how to read and write and listen 
with a sensitivity and a curiosity that has fostered a 
lifelong love affair with reading, writing and listening. 
What could possibly be more valuable?
I know we all need to be “marketable.” We all need to 
acquire skills that directly apply to the workforce. But 
surely, to excel at what we do, there has to be a love 
of learning in the mix. Graduate school and on-the-job 
training are two ways—two far more effective ways—to 
get the specific experience needed for any given career. 
Our undergraduate years should be about building a 
foundation upon which that specificity can later flourish. 
Luckily my job gets me to a lot of dinners and events 
where I meet people from all walks of life. I always 
have questions for them. Whether I’m seated at the 
table next to a cardiologist or a banker or a human 
rights activist, it doesn’t matter because I know I’ll 
enjoy the conversation. Having spent our undergraduate 
By Dominic Fumusa ’91
The Promise Between the Pages
years as we Lawrentians did—being asked to investigate 
Shakespeare and Galileo and Jefferson and Proust  
and Einstein and Nietzsche, et al—is there really  
any conversation to which we won’t easily be able  
to contribute?
I was a government major and I still read like a 
government major. I read history, politics, philosophy, 
ethics, religion, economics and financial markets—and  
the arts, too, of course. To be honest, I feel that the 
biggest liability of having a liberal education is that I don’t 
have the time to do what I really want to do—to run to 
the library or the bookstore and act like my 19-year-old 
self again. I crave to be back at the Mudd again, to spend 
hours on a Sunday among those bookshelves, reading  
and occasionally napping, but always dreaming. s
Dominic Fumusa plays “Kevin Peyton” on 
Showtime’s Nurse Jackie (now in its sixth 
season). Fumusa originated roles in the  
New York premieres of Sarah Ruhl’s Stage Kiss 
and Passion Play, Richard Greenberg’s Tony-
winning Take Me Out (London and New York), 
Melissa James Gibson’s, and Stephen Belber’s 
plays The Power of Duff, Fault Lines and Tape 
(New York, Los Angeles and London).  
His Broadway debut was in Wait Until Dark. 
Films include the soon to be released  
Focus (opposite Will Smith), Allegiance,  
Helena From the Wedding, Management and 
Little New York. He has appeared on the TV 
programs Elementary, Person of Interest, 
Damages, Sex and the City, The Sopranos,  
Bones and many others.
11LAWRENCE
Watch an interview with Dom Fumusa at:
http://go.lawrence.edu/fumusa-video
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A Lifelong Connection to Lawrence 
By Mary Ottoson ’68
How has the Lawrence experience been life-changing 
for me? Well, I can start by acknowledging, along 
with others, that my time on campus was the central 
transformative period of my life. However, I also want  
to focus on my experience as an alumna, because it  
too has had a significant, if more subtle impact on me. 
Of course, it’s on campus where, during the ’60s—
including the momentous spring of 1968—I discovered 
that life was going to be a serious business, and that I had 
better take the opportunity to acquire the intellectual and 
personal survival skills offered by the Lawrence undergrad 
experience. Many of my lifelong interests and habits of 
mind have their origin in those four years. I discovered 
then that curiosity is its own reward—
it’s frequently the question, not the final 
answer that counts—and that learning is 
not an event, but a process, a labyrinthine 
one. The influence of the Conservatory 
with its Friday afternoon recitals and 
choral rehearsals gave me a lifetime “habit of music. 
”My six months at Bönnigheim, Germany, Lawrence’s first 
campus abroad, was the most intense academic and social 
experience of my life, and also nurtured a wanderlust that 
continues today.
During the decades since graduation, Lawrence has 
morphed from my campus experience into a lifelong 
connection, and that has made the Lawrence difference. 
It seems that the steady drumbeat of alumni fundraising 
started soon after graduation. Although initially 
unwelcome, it was effective. When I was finally able to 
start making small gifts, I enjoyed making them in honor 
of faculty members who had once counseled, nudged 
and inspired me (one nudging me into law school and 
my career), and who now followed up with a thoughtful, 
newsy note or phone call acknowledging my gifts. This 
became an annual ritual and a reminder of how rich my 
life is because of these scholars and mentors, many now 
gone. (I note here that I was decidedly not an academic 
star at Lawrence, but then as now, the genius of the 
Lawrence faculty was to give me the attention I needed 
to thrive.) 
I’ve had the pleasure of class reunions (on one occasion 
revisiting the Freshman Studies experience, with the 
familiar last-minute scramble to finish the reading). 
I’ve served on my class gift committee, reconnecting 
with classmates and influencing them to be part of 
Lawrence’s continuing story, with a gift, volunteer hours 
or just reading a faculty-authored book.
I’ve become addicted to The Lawrence 
Minute! For 60 seconds a week I can 
be connected to today’s smart, witty, 
endlessly energetic Lawrentians. If you’re 
not yet familiar with this weekly online 
celebration, stop reading now and find it.
And then there is Björklunden. The northern campus 
not only differentiates the Lawrence undergraduate 
experience from ones offered by peer schools, but it 
differentiates the alumni experience too. For many alumni 
the summer seminars appeal because they echo the 
campus experience of intellectual challenge, reflection 
and recreation, all of which is true. However, Björklunden 
has become important to me because when I am there, 
I can’t avoid seeing the damage to the environment 
that results when a fragile ecological system, such as 
that of Lake Michigan, becomes unbalanced. Ecology, 
environment—words that weren’t even in my vocabulary 
as a graduating senior. Yes, Lawrence continues to be  
a life-changing experience for me. s
Learning is not an 
event, but a process,  
a labyrinthine one
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A Lifelong Connection to Lawrence 
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ABOVE: The Björklunden lodge
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The Power of “I” in a Safe Space
By Mei Xian Gong ’11
When the biggest life-changing event of my life occurred 
seven years ago—becoming one of 10 Lawrence 
University Posse 1 scholars from New York City— 
I did not realize how much it had impacted my life  
until I reflect back on it now.
One of the first things I learned as a Posse Scholar  
was the importance of making “I statements.” When  
I was expressing thoughts and opinions in meetings, 
it was important that I did not speak on behalf of the 
collective group. It was something so simple that I did 
not even notice I was making “we statements” until 
the Posse trainers pointed it out. It was surprising how  
often I or someone else was beginning statements  
with “we.” 
During one of my early Posse meetings a “we statement” 
crept into the conversation. It was a nice, harmless “we 
statement” in what the sentence had to offer and what 
the words meant. But instead of generating a feeling 
of consensus, the statement brought out a whirlwind 
of emotions. Everyone took the time to share thoughts 
on the topic, and the Posse acknowledged everyone’s 
opinions. It was a powerful experience that helped  
me realize that every person is unique and that it  
is absolutely essential that his or her feelings and 
thoughts be heard when they are shared.
Being a Lawrentian definitely has its own unique 
advantages. To me the campus was a safe space  
in my crucial years of adult development. This safe  
space was an environment where I felt comfortable 
enough to be myself and speak my mind, a place where 
I could say “I statements” without being judged. I was 
able to be myself through every stage, from awkwardly 
introducing myself and meeting friends and classmates 
for the first time, to the acceptance of loving myself as  
a unique individual as I walked down Main Hall Green  
to receive my diploma. I received so much support from 
the LU community to be the person I am proud of today.
I remember the Posse-plus retreats that occurred once 
a year, where that safe space was extended to other 
Lawrentians, including faculty members. Every retreat 
had a theme that generated many discussions and 
allowed participants to take small steps out of their 
comfort zones. With every retreat I learned more about 
the topic and the people who participated, including 
myself. I don’t remember what papers or homework I had 
to complete those weekends, but I definitely remember 
the stories shared and the bonds built at Björklunden.
Posse was made possible through the vision of former 
President Jill Beck. Since Posse 1 arrived in 2008, six 
other Posse cohorts have been welcomed to Lawrence. 
By partnering with the Posse Foundation, Lawrence is 
changing lives by providing an opportunity for students 
with leadership potential to have their own safe space  
for personal development. I am privileged to be part of 
this remarkable success story. s
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A Lawrence University education as a life-changing 
experience? For the past three generations, that  
has certainly been the case for our family. Our lives  
changed in different ways, but common threads include 
exposure to new ideas, being pushed out of a comfort 
zone, developing close friendships and the support  
of caring faculty.
Shirley Spangler Steiner ’59 knew in third grade that 
she wanted to be a music teacher and her mother 
recommended the Lawrence Conservatory. Shirley was 
so certain that Lawrence was the college for her that it 
was the only place she applied. Despite her rural roots, 
she quickly felt at home on campus, surrounded by 
professors and students who loved learning and music 
as much as she did. That bond continues today as she 
works with her classmates to plan their 55-year Reunion.
ABOVE: Elizabeth Hoffman Stevens ’10, Paul Stevens ’10, Shirley Spangler Steiner ’59, Sam Stevens ’13, Janet Steiner Stevens ’82, Rob Stevens ’79
By Janet Steiner Stevens ’82
Family Ties
Shirley’s daughter, Janet Steiner Stevens ’82, had no 
musical aspirations but loved to read. Shirley encouraged 
Janet to visit the Lawrence campus in high school and 
it was love at first sight. She arrived with no particular 
goals, but was open to new experiences. Four years later 
she had survived Freshman Studies, studied for a term 
in London, majored in history (which led to a law degree) 
and even visited the Conservatory for oboe lessons. 
Perhaps the most life-changing experience was meeting 
her husband.
Rob Stevens ’79 first made contact with Lawrence 
when skipping a day of school with one of his friends 
for a college visit. Interested in science and sports, he 
quickly realized that the Division III college offered the 
opportunity to continue the athletic competition he loved 
while allowing him to complete the rigorous academic 
16 SPRING 2014
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requirements for medical school admission. 
He thoroughly enjoyed the residential campus 
experience and, of course, met his wife.
Paul Stevens ’10, now in his third year 
of medical school, knew about Lawrence 
from birth but considered it more seriously 
in high school as he developed passions 
for music and science. As a freshman he 
immersed himself in percussion studies and 
the biology program. With the exception of a 
term in London, he never moved off campus 
until graduation, spending every summer in 
Appleton doing research. At Lawrence he 
challenged himself in many ways, including 
running on the track and cross country teams 
and organizing a successful campaign for 
senior class president. Little did he know it 
then, but on the first day of freshman year 
he met his wife, Elizabeth, at Welcome Week 
activities on the roof of Kohler Hall.
Elizabeth Hoffman Stevens ’10, an attorney, 
learned about Lawrence from a high school classmate. 
Coming from a very small town, she initially viewed the 
campus as a big but exciting place and was intimidated 
by the experience and knowledge of the other freshmen. 
Not intimidated for long, she studied for a semester in 
Peru and graduated with majors in history and Spanish, 
as well as a minor in Latin American studies. She also 
competed on the cross country team and particularly 
enjoyed training at Björklunden. On August 11, 2012, 
Main Hall Green was the setting for Paul and Elizabeth’s 
beautiful wedding. A tree was planted near Main Hall to 
celebrate the event.
Sam Stevens ’13, now in his first year of medical 
school, had heard way too much about Lawrence by 
the time he was looking at colleges and planned to go 
“anywhere but Lawrence.” Following an active college 
search and admission to excellent schools, he surprised 
his parents by choosing Lawrence. Much like Rob, Sam 
thrived on athletic competition, but also challenged 
himself academically as a biology major and by studying 
trombone at the Conservatory. Highlights included a 
summer of research at the University of New Mexico  
and many accolades in cross country and track and field. 
Most important, his experience at Lawrence pushed him 
out of his comfort zone in many ways.
A college education is supposed to lead to intellectual 
growth, but our family’s experience with Lawrence has 
gone far beyond courses and grades. Shirley’s love for 
learning continued in retirement through travel and other 
educational opportunities. Janet never anticipated that 
so much of her time would be spent performing with 
community musical groups and enthusiastically following 
collegiate athletics. Much to his surprise, Rob became a 
huge fan of the Sambistas. Paul could not have known 
that he was meeting his future wife that day on the Kohler 
roof and Elizabeth probably did not anticipate visits to 
Peru and Spain when she arrived on that “big” campus 
freshman year. Sam certainly never thought he would 
spend January mornings in class discussing the finer 
points of Russian fiction. Those four years at Lawrence 
led each of us in directions we never anticipated and 
changed our lives in ways we had not dreamed possible. 
Lawrence University is fulfilling its educational mission if 
every student can share that same story. s
RIGHT: Elizabeth Hoffman Stevens ’10 
and Paul Stevens ’10 during their 
wedding on Main Hall Green
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Discovering a Place 
and a Purpose
By Laura Zuege ’02, director of off-campus programs
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As a junior at Lawrence I studied abroad in London, challenging myself with 
three months of experiential learning, pushing my limits and developing an 
understanding of my place in the world. I gained a passion for learning that 
I had not known before and a wider perspective on what it meant to be an 
American. Critical thinking became an everyday habit as the barriers between 
what was considered “academic” and “non-academic” came down and I 
found myself learning from experiences in and out of the classroom. My term 
abroad was easily the most influential and empowering time in my life. Now, 
as director of Lawrence’s off-campus programs, I help today’s Lawrentians 
plan and prepare for their own study-aboard adventures, with the goal of 
making each student’s experience at least as rewarding as mine was.
Personal Growth and Development
Student development is an essential purpose of higher education, and at 
Lawrence, students are offered a unique environment for personal growth. 
Students who also study abroad can live through something more, a 
transformative experience, shaping not only their academic knowledge  
but also their intercultural skills, a greater understanding of self and a  
greatly expanded worldview. Study abroad programs purposefully combine 
classroom with experiential learning, allowing students a fresh take on 
subject matter, and encouraging holistic academic, personal, cultural  
and career development. Students who return from a term, semester or 
academic year abroad often relay that their experiences were “life changing.”
Rachelle Huffman ’15, who spent Fall Term 2013 at the London Centre, 
discovered that the impact of studying abroad reveals itself gradually. She said 
that on her return to the United States she enjoyed “discovering new ways that 
I had been transformed in familiar contexts seen through a new lens because 
of my study abroad experience.” 
Many students find great strength in developing their ability to succeed 
under challenging conditions. For Alex Winter ’10, time studying abroad 
led to participation in the Watson Fellowship program, which funds a year of 
travel pursuing a specific research topic during the year after graduation. He 
explained, “You study abroad, you learn how to make things work and how 
to adapt to adverse conditions, and the fact that you sometimes have to do 
so with little to no guidance is both unbelievably rewarding and so incredibly 
valuable. My time traveling abroad gave me the opportunity to discover how 
tenacious, resourceful and fearless I could be, and you bring that confidence 
and those tools back with you.” 
Similarly, the semester Abby Guthmann ’14 spent in Tanzania taught her to 
have faith in her abilities and learn from mistakes because “I know now that I 
am a strong person, capable of adaptation and glorifying in the new.” Studying 
abroad was a formative experience also for Kate Kirkland ’07 because it was 
LEFT: Casey Sautter ’09 in Vietnam
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an “opportunity to expand my world outside of my comfort 
zone and gave me a greater understanding into who I am 
and what I wanted from my life. Learning to live in a foreign 
city challenges you and forces you into learning about 
yourself in a way that no other experience can.” 
Worldview
A better understanding of self is often closely linked to 
an enhanced worldview and cross-cultural view of oneself 
in the world. Most students experience a 
broadening of their perspective of the world as 
a result of their in-depth exposure to different 
people, languages, locations and cultures. 
Taraneh DJangi ’06 spent a term at the London 
Centre and said that “it is important for any 
college student to experience other cultures so 
they can get a sense of being a global citizen, 
rather than just focusing on what is immediately 
around them.”
Having spent an academic year in Tokyo, Japan, Roy 
Wimer ’11 explained the challenges and expansion of 
awareness and worldview by saying that study abroad is 
for “those risk-takers who choose to shed everything they 
understand about their country, and about themselves, in 
order to immerse themselves in an unfamiliar world. The 
mental challenges that result cannot be underestimated. 
You will be forced to reconstruct your culture by 
examining it through a comparative lens.” Ultimately,  
Jana Greenslit ’13 felt 
that the “complete cultural 
immersion” of her term in 
the Francophone Seminar 
in Dakar, Senegal, had led 
to the realization that she 
had “never been more sure 
that there is something to 
learn from every person.” 
Studying abroad leads to a 
better understanding of and 
contextualization of oneself 
in the world at large.
A Career Compass
Many Lawrence study 
abroad students gain a 
stronger sense of direction, 
commitment and passion 
that carries through as 
they make their way in the world. Some students report 
finding their major or confirming that their field of study is 
the right place for them through the firsthand knowledge 
of experiential learning. Huffman said she “developed 
both new confidence as a musician to be creative and 
a broadened understanding that I am a part of a huge 
interconnected network of musicians worldwide … I 
brought this ambition back to Lawrence.”
For Kirkland, direction from the study 
abroad experience translated into a 
passionate career drive: it allowed her to 
“take a first step into learning to apply 
my Lawrence liberal arts education in a 
real job that would eventually lead to my 
career. It was a truly invaluable experience.” 
According to DJangi, “everything about 
studying abroad impacted me and who I am 
today. It definitely motivated me to move to New York City 
after graduating in order to start my career in publishing.”
The confidence, comfort with the unfamiliar, and 
exposure to wide-ranging perspectives from study 
abroad can also completely redirect aspirations in 
unexpected ways. This was certainly the case for Casey 
Sautter ’09, who had not been outside of the United 
States before coming to Lawrence. “When I heard about 
the London Centre and how easy it was to integrate 
this study abroad opportunity into my course schedule, 
The effects of 
studying abroad 
can indeed be 
transformative.
RIGHT: Helen Nobel ’14 at Taj Mahal during her semester studying in Pune, India
BELOW: David Hamilton ’10 at Stonehenge during his term at the London Centre
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I became determined to take the 
leap and spend a term abroad. ... 
Since graduating in 2009, I have 
somehow found a way to travel to 
more than 30 countries, earned a 
master’s degree while studying in 
both Switzerland and Singapore, 
and will be leaving for Uganda this 
September as I take a year off from 
medical school to do global health 
research.”
Helen Noble ’14 studied in Pune, India, 
for a semester, and the impact of 
her research project relating to 
health care set her on a new career 
path. “I’m now on track to apply to 
medical school, and hope to use 
my experiences abroad to continue 
making a positive change on well-
being and health in developing 
countries (and India in particular).” 
Likewise, Winter said that his time 
studying abroad “totally redirected 
my career. I had been on track to 
a career in biochemistry and was 
going to go to graduate school right 
after Lawrence, but, because of 
the connections I’ve made [while 
abroad], I’m a writer for a company 
that makes fantasy tabletop and 
video games. I’ve published a book 
and am handing over the manuscript 
for a second one in the next month.”
The Road Ahead
The effects of studying abroad 
can indeed be transformative. In 
this environment of experiential 
learning, growth happens at every 
turn. As Nathan Eckstein ’14 put it, 
studying abroad “provides Lawrence 
students the opportunity to engage 
in Lawrence’s amazing academic 
[curriculum] in a new and enriching 
setting. It also allows students to 
discover new and exciting things 
about themselves, the world and 
many topics through the lens of  
their host culture. My term in  
London changed my life.” s
RIGHT: Helen Nobel ’14 at Taj Mahal during her semester studying in Pune, India
BELOW: David Hamilton ’10 at Stonehenge during his term at the London Centre
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The Road to the Rhodes
By Jamie Cartwright ’14
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The Road to the Rhodes
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Among all the stories of how prospective college 
students become Lawrentians, mine is like reading a 
textbook. I started early, beginning my search around the 
eighth grade. I noted the distinctions between schools, 
learned the Carnegie classification system by heart, 
ignored the published rankings, and assessed colleges 
based on holistic educational value rather than prestige. 
I had spreadsheets upon spreadsheets of possibilities, 
based on various majors, geographic ranges and 
experimental education techniques. By the tenth grade, 
when I had decided I would study anthropology, I quickly 
honed in on a small set of schools with that major. By 
then, I had learned the process of merit-based financial 
aid, and I immediately cut out every college where I fell 
below or within the middle 50 percent of SAT, ACT and 
GPA scores. 
I knew that if I didn’t receive the financial help I needed 
to go to a certain college, then that school wasn’t worth 
applying to. I planned so that my top school choice—my 
dream school—was an institution that would not only 
accept me, it would fund my higher education experience 
entirely. I wasn’t taking any chances. After all, who was 
I to gamble with four years that the world kept saying 
would be the best years of my life? I wanted college 
to be a solid investment, a place where I could grow 
intellectually and find opportunities to exercise my talents.
As you can guess, the school I chose was Lawrence 
University. In March 2010 I was accepted as anticipated, 
received a fabulous scholarship and, by the time I came 
to campus the next fall, had already planned my four 
years of classes, registered for the first term and was 
looking into extracurricular opportunities. Everything 
was proceeding as planned. I was following the low risk, 
high reward path I had carefully created for myself, and 
Lawrence has continued to be my dream school even  
into my fourth year as a student.
In the three-and-a-half years since, my plans have 
changed in multiple ways. I’ve shifted my academic 
blueprint numerous times. I’ve learned new ways 
of thinking, and I’ve given up pursuits I’m no longer 
interested in. But everything I’ve learned was partly 
expected. I have always sought a holistic, life-changing 
education, and Lawrence has never disappointed me.  
As best I could as a senior in high school, I accounted 
for the change I wanted my college experience to include, 
and since then, I haven’t been startled when Lawrence 
has required me to stretch myself intellectually.
Of course even I can’t plan so extensively without 
sometimes questioning myself: Is your life really changed 
if all the change you experience was planned from 
the beginning? Is appropriated flexibility the same as 
intellectual transformation? As I started pondering these 
questions throughout my third year at Lawrence, my 
journey for the Rhodes Scholarship began.
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A Risk Worth Taking
Considered the most prestigious fellowship award in 
existence, the Rhodes Scholarship is exactly the kind of 
attraction that I avoided in my college application process. 
It requires lofty ambitions and a deeply competitive 
mindset that cultivates little intellectual fraternity. When 
applying for college, my schematic disdained prestige—
taking small colleges over the Ivy League—and avoided 
competition by eliminating schools where my strengths 
would seem average. I didn’t want the big name if it meant 
gambling with high levels of emotional risk. How then 
could I possibly justify gambling my happiness when the 
chance of winning the Rhodes Scholarship is even lower 
than getting into Harvard? 
As with most gambles, I only got into 
the Rhodes competition because 
the initial step was so low risk—like 
a meaningless ante that I hardly 
imagined would lead to any real 
betting. At the time when I began 
pondering the Rhodes in March 
2013, I was working in the Amazon 
Basin of Ecuador for a global health 
NGO, coordinating a new initiative in community health 
promotion while doing independent research of my own. 
Lawrence had been gracious enough to let me remain a 
student from afar as I completed independent studies with 
three faculty via email.
For me, this experience in Ecuador became an 
opportunity to see how public health programs are 
implemented in localized contexts. It was a unique 
situation in which I was a novice researcher sharpening 
my skills while simultaneously striving to make a small 
impact via my public health position. I had a rare dual 
role of research and implementation work, which meant 
that I couldn’t help but start asking critical questions. 
Where I saw gaps in a program’s efficacy, I tried to 
help create better solutions, and where I witnessed 
misalignment with local communities, I began detailing 
social structure in my research notes. It turned out I liked 
the research-implementation combination. As usual with 
students like me, this experience made me look toward 
my future. Furthering my interest in communication and 
health, I began searching for ways I could develop skills 
in research methodology and program implementation 
together. That’s when I discovered Oxford’s graduate 
program in Evidence-Based Social Intervention (EBSI).
Finding this Oxford program—which is the only one 
of its kind—was like discovering Lawrence five years 
before. Similar to the way there was only one perfect 
college that could fit my specific profile of academic 
interests, affordability and educational quality, Oxford’s 
program seemed to be the only graduate degree that 
could satisfy my interests of being both a researcher 
and an implementation strategist in health promotion. 
But even then, it was hard to see Oxford as a pragmatic 
choice. After all, international students do not get federal 
financial aid to attend schools in the United Kingdom. 
As my experience in Ecuador developed 
and I became more convinced that 
Oxford’s EBSI program was a smart 
choice, you can imagine how the Rhodes 
Scholarship became increasingly 
valuable.
So when Professor Pourciau’s email 
arrived in early May 2013 inviting me 
to explore applying for the Rhodes 
Scholarship, I was tempted. He explained that I didn’t 
have to commit right away and that he’d let me know if 
my chances made it worth applying for. Looking back, 
I knew deep down that by submitting my résumé I was 
investing my hopes in an unlikely chance of being 
a Rhodes Scholar, but the illusion that I was simply 
“exploring a possibility” helped me to calm my usual 
pragmatic tendencies.
Any Rhodes candidate will tell you that choosing to 
pursue the scholarship is not a pragmatic choice; 
instead, choosing the Rhodes is like dreaming about 
being an Olympian or running for Senate. It’s a low-
possibility feat that takes courage, strategy and a degree 
of delusion. As I continued the process that summer by 
writing my personal essay and developing a portrayal 
of myself, I began to realize that the greatest challenge 
about the Rhodes is that it tests one’s ability to manage 
his own ambition against the reality of the situation. 
Plenty of candidates have invested all of their energy in 
the application process, missing other, equally wonderful 
Choosing the Rhodes is 
like dreaming about  
being an Olympian or 
running for Senate
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opportunities. To remain dedicated to an application 
process while balancing perceived “back-up options” 
is a feat for any senior in college, and the Rhodes 
represents the most extreme of these situations.
From a Candidate to a Finalist
By the time I finished my essay, my time in Ecuador was 
rapidly disappearing and I was no longer a student exploring 
the Rhodes Scholarship: I was a dedicated candidate. My 
research on health promotion among the Kichwa people 
of Ecuador was now not just my research but part of my 
application for the Rhodes. My work with my NGO partner 
and my plans for Fall Term were integral portions of my 
essay competition. Mentors, supervisors and teachers 
who had been guiding me through purely intellectual work 
now were playing a dual role of being my “referees” in the 
Rhodes’ extensive recommendation process.
Being a candidate for such a prestigious scholarship 
slowly began to redefine my student identity. As I 
returned to Lawrence, I had preliminary interviews 
and practice interviews, and my preparation with Prof. 
Pourciau often felt like a fourth class where A-plus effort 
would never be enough. Once I received the news that 
I would be a finalist for the scholarship, the importance 
of that moment didn’t phase me. Exciting though it  
was, I had written my essay with full confidence that 
I could get to the final stage. Once I submitted the 
application, I had to be sure that my chances 
were supported with everything I had—including 
all my confidence. I was always realistic about 
my chances, but I couldn’t afford to constantly 
question my ability to win. By the time of the 
finalist interviews, my preparation to express 
myself authentically and clearly was at its peak. 
I went to Chicago on the Thursday before Fall 
Term finals, and I couldn’t help but think that 
becoming a Rhodes Scholar was within grasp. 
The Interview
I arrived in Chicago a day early because I was 
also presenting research at the American 
Anthropological Association conference. Having  
a full 36 hours before the start of the Rhodes evaluation 
process proved to be an excellent choice because I was 
able to relax, scope out the Rhodes interview location 
and spend time preparing mentally. I ate dinner at a 
Mexican restaurant with friends and enjoyed the city.  
I just tried to be me.
On Friday, the day of the reception, it was easy to keep 
my mind off meeting the district committee and finalists 
because I had a paper due for Lawrence by 5 p.m. I 
worked throughout the day in my hotel room until 6 p.m. 
Then I showered, pressed my shirt, dressed and left for 
the evening’s events.
The reception was very relaxed. All of the interviewers 
were highly engaging and genuinely interested in the 11 
candidates. They knew our résumés by heart; they had 
obviously researched our backgrounds, and also showed 
interest in us as people. It was no more formal than a 
Lawrence Scholars in Business networking reception, 
and I had many open and lighthearted conversations. In 
fact, the secretary of the District 11 Rhodes committee 
showed outward pride in the fact that his committee is 
consistently known for being down to earth.
During the reception, the interviewers made every 
attempt to talk to all the candidates. They were very 
good at making us all feel special, as if somehow our 
experiences were extremely interesting. My conversations 
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ranged from my experience with The Lawrentian to my 
work in Ecuador and Rwanda. Specifically, the secretary 
of the committee showed a lot of interest in my recent 
column on curriculum. We had a fantastic discussion 
about the future of higher education, where he both 
challenged me and complimented me on my perspective. 
Of course, several of my conversations centered on my 
work in Ecuador, which became an opportunity to do a 
little storytelling as well as connect with other candidates 
about their abroad experiences.
Throughout the reception, I tried my best to ask both the 
interviewers and candidates questions about their work. 
It’s easy to get wrapped up in talking about yourself, but 
among people as interesting as they were, there was so 
much to learn just by listening. The overall reception time 
was 90 minutes. By the end, 
I was so elated that I walked out 
fully energized for the interview 
the next day.
The next morning, when I got to 
my 11 o’clock interview, I walked 
in excited, not nervous. The 
reception allowed me to get to 
know my interviewers, and the 
only feeling I felt in the waiting 
room was a kind of natural focus. Before I was asked in 
to the interview, a woman who was in the building for a 
different event sat down in the waiting room mistakenly, 
and she asked me about the Rhodes process. It was a 
random interaction, but our 15-minute conversation helped 
me warm up my talking points. I took it as a positive sign.
A committee member eventually came out and invited me 
in for my 25-minute interview. By then I felt completely 
ready. I felt that my nervousness had really turned into 
excited clarity. The first question they asked was about 
my experience building an online social network for a 
health project in Rwanda. I provided a clear, concise 
story of how the site got started, and when they asked 
me a follow-up question, I provided more context. First 
question: good to go. The next question focused on 
my interest in Evidence-based Social Intervention and 
its relation to health promotion. Having practiced many 
answers for this question also, I felt like I hit that one 
out of the park. Then the committee began follow-up 
questions about how creative health messaging could 
work, and where I wanted to take it after my time at 
Oxford. One interviewer asked me where I wanted to 
be in 15 years, and I explained my hope to engage 
corporations and governments in making health 
promotion more effective. Our dialogue went fast, but 
also very fluidly. I felt as if I didn’t miss a step.
Then our conversation moved into theoretical situations. 
The eldest committee member challenged me: “Give us 
three people who are dead that you would like to take 
to dinner and talk with.” I answered Marshall McLuhan, 
for his prophetic understanding of media; St. Paul for 
his ability to change the world by promoting a message; 
and Benito Juarez for his ability 
to understand the needs of a 
people and to fight for social 
justice. With this answer I saw 
the committee light up with 
smiles. The next question was 
also difficult. They asked me 
to act as if I were addressing 
the leadership of a marketing 
agency and describe my goal 
for integrating health promotion 
into normal, everyday marketing. Here, I feel like I made 
the pitch of a lifetime. I addressed the committee as an 
agency’s shareholder board, pitched why these directors 
should be motivated to produce meaningful, socially 
minded advertising and hit the point home by offering an 
emotion-centered call to action. Again, I received good, 
positive smiles in reaction.
They asked me one last question: Is there anything 
that you wish we could have discussed in this interview 
that we didn’t? At that point I felt I knew exactly what I 
needed to say. I talked about my devotion to research 
and how even though I have a lot of creative interests, 
I believe that research and project creation can work 
together. I emphasized that my focus is evidence-based 
social intervention because of my deep passion for 
doing research. At the end of this, the secretary of the 
committee turned to me and said, “Excellent, Jamie. 
It’s easy to get wrapped up in 
talking about yourself, but 
among people as interesting as 
they were, there was so much 
to learn just by listening.
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Excellent interview.” I couldn’t have finished the interview 
more overjoyed.
I thanked the committee walked out, and had to hold 
down my excitement in front of the next candidate in the 
waiting room. I felt as if I had done as well as I possibly 
could have. The interview included good questions, a few 
manageable surprises and even the kind of banter and 
discussion that the Rhodes process is famous for. I felt 
that I had accomplished everything I needed to.
A few hours later I found out that I did not receive the 
scholarship. If the interview went so completely well, 
and if the committee seemed genuinely excited about 
my project, then why didn’t I receive the scholarship? 
I couldn’t help but ask that question. The committee 
deliberated a full 4½ hours before announcing the 
decision. Then they walked in and announced the two 
winners—one from Madison and one from University 
of Chicago—and the rest of us finalists filed out. It  
was hard to find the catharsis in that moment.
Honestly, it’s hard not to think that I walked into that 
interview fully invested, with a lot of happiness on 
the line, because when I walked out, I was more than 
disappointed. I felt so positive about the weekend’s 
process that the disappointment of not winning was  
more difficult than expected. Two weeks later things  
were not back to normal, and even three months after,  
I still sometimes catch myself thinking about what 
counted me out. 
As I’ve readjusted to life after the Rhodes Scholarship 
process, I can look back knowing that it changed me 
for the better. There are times when life is best played 
safely—with flexibility for change and planned-in growth 
for challenging times—but risk, I’ve learned through the 
Rhodes, also pays off, even if sometimes the immediate 
goal isn’t achieved. Knowing how to risk your own 
stability is what makes every important entrepreneur, 
revolutionary and activist successful. Trusting in the 
possibility of failure is what leads to creativity and new 
discoveries. I’m not sure what the silver lining is in my 
Rhodes Scholarship experience, but I know I will never 
forget the way it’s made my college experience truly 
life-changing. As seniors prepare to leave Lawrence, our 
school offers an amazing safety net to all who wish to 
set their aims high and take big risks. I encourage my 
peers and future students to take risky, unusual paths, 
or to clear their own if they can. By making the Rhodes 
available to me, Lawrence has changed my life, and I 
believe it can have a similar impact on every student  
who comes through its doors. s
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By Bruce Pourciau, professor of mathematics and Rhodes Scholarship campus representative
The Rhodes Scholarship—which pays for two (and 
often three) years of study at Oxford University after 
graduation—may be the most prestigious scholarship 
known to man (or woman). Only 32 American Rhodes 
Scholars are chosen each year, through a competition 
based initially on grades, a personal statement, 
a list of activities and honors, and eight letters of 
recommendation. Later, in two stages of interviews that 
take place in the fall, campus and regional selection 
committees look for superior qualities of mind and 
person. Many years ago candidates were also expected 
to be active in organized sports, and while this 
expectation has faded away somewhat, the selection 
committees still look for signs of stamina and vitality, 
both intellectual and physical, to ensure that applicants 
have “demonstrat[ed] … the vigor which will enable 
Rhodes Scholars to make an effective contribution to  
the world around them.” 
The screening process on campus begins in the spring 
with a list from the registrar’s office of those students 
who have at least a 3.8 grade point average and who, 
based on total credits earned so far, might possibly be 
intending to graduate in June of the following year. These 
students then receive an email from me that describes 
the Rhodes Scholarship, asks certain basic eligibility 
questions—Are you an American citizen? Will you be 
under 24 as of October 1? Do you expect to graduate in 
June of next year?—and then asks, of those who have 
answered “Yes, yes, yes,” one further question: Would 
you be interested in competing for the Rhodes? 
For those both eligible and interested, the screening 
process continues. Because the Rhodes competition 
stresses the ability to leave two rounds of interviewers 
with an indelible impression, faculty who know the 
candidates are asked about “interviewability,” while 
faculty in the major departments are asked to comment 
on intellectual and academic promise, to guarantee that 
candidates have the academic “chops” that would admit 
them to an elite graduate program in their discipline. 
But “beyond academic distinction,”
candidates will also be required to show integrity 
of character, interest in and respect for their fellow 
beings, the ability to lead, and the energy to use their 
talents to the full. ... Much of the distinctiveness 
of the Rhodes Scholarship arises from this 
comprehensive set of criteria. ... [Mr] Rhodes 
expected his Scholars to play an influential part in 
the betterment of society, wherever their careers 
might take them. It does not necessarily presuppose 
a career in the public sector. ... He wanted their 
intellectual talents to be combined with concern 
for others. [2013 Rhodes application] 
Given this “comprehensive set of criteria,” students are 
then asked to put together a list, recording those major 
extra-curricular activities or experiences over the years 
that testify to their “character, interest in and respect for 
their fellow beings, the ability to lead, and the energy to 
use their talents to the full.” 
Last spring, at the end of this process, just one student was 
left standing: anthropology major Jamie Cartwright ’14. 
Over the summer, from a small village in eastern Ecuador, 
Jamie crafted his personal statement. In early October 
he interviewed with Lawrence’s Rhodes Scholarship 
selection committee, received the official endorsement 
from the university, and then submitted his formal 
application to District 11, comprised of Iowa, Minnesota 
and Wisconsin. (There are 16 districts, with two Rhodes 
scholars chosen from each district.) Later that month, 
in a signal honor for Lawrence and for Jamie, the district 
selection committee named him one of just 11 finalists 
for the Rhodes Scholarship in our three-state region and 
invited him for an interview in Chicago. s
The Road to the Rhodes: 
Behind the Scenes
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Chicago Turns Out for Lawrence
One key component of Lawrence’s 
Reputation Enhancement Plan is a 
series of events in Chicago known 
as Inside Lawrence. 
◆  On a cold Tuesday evening in 
January, with a temperature of 
-5 and falling, the first Inside 
Lawrence event attracted a 
capacity crowd to Andy’s Jazz Club 
to watch the faculty jazz quartet, 
joined by three Lawrence students.
◆  Our February event moved to 
Northbrook, where artist-in-
residence Catherine Tatge ’72 
was joined by four Lawrence 
students for a screening of their 
films for the Civic Life Project.
◆  March brought out a record crowd 
for an alumni/parent reception at 
the Westin Michigan Avenue for 
President Mark Burstein, followed 
by a panel discussion on college 
affordability. The panel, moderated 
by trustee Scott Myers ’79, 
included Doug Belkin, higher 
education reporter for the Wall 
Street Journal, Gene Sunshine, 
senior vice president of finance 
for Northwestern University, Paul 
Adams, president of Providence 
St. Mel School and, of course, 
President Burstein. 
◆  In April, Lawrence will bring 
Kaleidoscope to Park West—
featuring Lawrence student 
ensembles of every sort.
Inside Lawrence is intended for 
prospective students, parents, 
guidance counselors and the 
general public, as well as Chicago-
area alumni. It is promoted with 
messages on public radio station 
WBEZ, online advertising, direct 
mail and email. Thus far, attendance 
has been strong and visits to the 
Lawrence website from the Chicago 
area have spiked. 
Help further our reputation and 
join the fun. If you live in or visit 
the Chicago area, bring a friend, or 
a prospective student, to the next 
Inside Lawrence.
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Since October 2013 President Burstein has been 
crisscrossing the country to attend a series of regional 
events that allow him to meet face-to-face with alumni, 
parents, prospective students and friends.
Each event includes a discussion about Lawrence’s future, 
a question-and-answer session and a reception where more 
informal discussions with President Burstein can occur. 
Jason Valerius ’97 attended the Madison event with  
his son, Rhys, who proudly sported a nametag listing  
him as a member of the Class of 2031. 
“President Burstein really seems to have a strong grasp of 
the myriad challenges and opportunities facing Lawrence,” 
said Valerius. “We spoke about the importance of 
connecting Lawrence students with real-world issues and 
people via community projects, in Appleton and elsewhere. 
He noted some of the many ways this is happening right 
now, which was encouraging to me.”
Roger Wolkoff, whose daughter, Bethany, is a member of 
the Class of 2017, said he appreciated the opportunity to 
hear President Burstein’s agenda and his willingness to 
answer questions from the audience. 
“I greatly appreciate that the university reached out 
to alumni, as well as parents of current students and 
prospective students with this kind of event,” said Wolkoff. 
“It was great to hear what’s on Mark’s mind and I’m 
impressed that he’s taking action so quickly.” 
Each stop on President Burstein’s tour has been met with 
a record number of alumni participants. In just six months 
the president has met more than 800 alumni, parents, 
prospective students and friends.
EVENT SCHEDULE:
New York City | October 8, 2013 | American Folk Art Museum
Milwaukee | October 17, 2013 | North Point Lighthouse
Washington, D.C. | December 12, 2013 | The Phillips Collection
Scottsdale | February 6, 2014 | Phoenix Art Museum
Boston | February 25, 2014 | Museum of Science
Madison | March 6, 2014 | Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery
Chicago | March 13, 2014 | The Westin Michigan Avenue
Naples | March 18, 2014 | Conservancy of Southwest Florida
Los Angeles | March 25, 2014 | Los Angeles Music Center
San Francisco | March 27, 2014 | San Francisco International Airport
Minneapolis | May 8, 2014 | Walker Art Center
If you didn’t have a chance to attend one of these events, 
visit www.lawrence.edu/alumni for information about 
future events.
“It is clear that President Burstein understands the importance 
of being present among the people and communities who 
will help him realize his great vision for Lawrence University,” 
said LUAA President Christine Jones Benedict ’99. “It was 
such a pleasure to see our alumni and parents sharing their 
energy and passion with Mark and watching his enthusiasm for 
Lawrence build with everyone he met.” 
The president has one more stop on his regional tour: a trip to 
Minneapolis in May. 
Meet the President
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INSIDE LAWRENCE
A GRAND GIFT
A new Steinway D Concert Grand Piano 
is gracing the stage in Memorial Chapel 
thanks to a generous gift from Kim Hiett 
Jordan ’58.
 
The gift was an unexpected—but greatly 
appreciated—surprise that will enhance the 
performances of Conservatory keyboard 
students, faculty and visiting artists.
Members of the Conservatory’s keyboard 
department traveled to New York City to 
hand-select the instrument, recruiting 
additional assistance from renowned 
concert pianist Richard Goode. 
“One tries to find a piano that both 
feels good under the hands and sounds 
wonderful to the listener,” said Professor  
of Music Catherine Kautsky. “We think 
we’ve succeeded extraordinarily well on 
both counts.”
Members of the Lawrence Conservatory of Music keyboard department— 
Michael Mizrahi, Anthony Padilla and Catherine Kautsky—show off their new  
Steinway D Concert Grand Piano
A new major, a new minor and a new interdisciplinary area 
of study are being added to the Lawrence curriculum.
Beginning with the start of the 2014–15 academic 
year, a major and minor in neuroscience will be offered, 
as will an interdisciplinary area in innovation and 
entrepreneurship.
Neuroscience, the study of the brain and the 
nervous system, was added to the curriculum as an 
interdisciplinary area in 1980. “This is going to be 
the century of the brain,” said Nancy Wall, associate 
professor of biology. “Earlier this year, President Obama 
announced the creation of the Brain Research through 
Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies (BRAIN) 
initiative, which certainly speaks to the growing 
prominence of neuroscience today.
“After two years of discussions on developing it as a 
major, we’re all very excited to be moving forward with it,” 
Wall added. “This change will be especially beneficial for 
students who want to pursue graduate studies in the field.” 
Innovation and entrepreneurship courses were introduced 
into the curriculum six years ago. 
“The new interdisciplinary area in I&E will present a 
coherent collection of courses to students interested in 
adding an I&E component to their liberal education,” said 
Adam Galambos, associate professor of economics. “It 
also will promote interdisciplinary collaboration among 
students and faculty and enable students to show on 
their transcripts that they have completed a coherent 
I&E curriculum.”
NEUROSCIENCE AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP EXPANDED
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TRIO GRANTED TENURE
Three members of the Lawrence University faculty have 
been granted tenure and have been promoted to the 
rank of associate professor.
Jason Brozek joined the government department in  
2008 as an assistant professor and Stephen Edward 
Scarff Professor of International Affairs as a specialist 
in international security, conflict bargaining and 
international law.
His scholarship spans the theoretical and the practical, 
with a focus on global conflicts that result from 
freshwater shortage. He has written briefing papers 
for policy makers that analyze the issue and also has 
developed a theoretical measure that can assess the 
severity of conflicts among nations caused by shortages 
of freshwater. 
Kim Dickson, who first taught Freshman Studies at 
Lawrence in 1998, joined the Lawrence faculty in the 
biochemistry program in 2007.
As a biochemist, Dickson’s scholarship focuses on 
protein structure and function, particularly angiogenin,  
a protein that stimulates blood vessel growth and plays a 
role in supporting the growth and metastasis of tumors.
An award-winning composer, Asha Srinivasan joined the 
Conservatory of Music in 2008. She writes for a broad 
array of instrumentation, including large and chamber 
ensembles and electroacoustic media. 
Srinivasan was one of eight composers nationally 
selected as a resident composer for the 2012 Mizzou 
New Music Initiative in Columbia, Mo. Her composition 
Dviraag received the first-place prize at the 2011 
Thailand International Composition Festival from  
among 100 entries.
TRIVIA!
Lawrence’s 49th annual Great Midwest Trivia Contest 
tackled questions of a presidential proportion with 
a theme hour devoted to President Mark Burstein. 
Burstein took to the mic in the WLFM studios to read 
a few of the questions as well as interact with trivia 
volunteers. In all, 416 questions were asked during 
the 50-hour contest. 
RETENTION INITIATIVE ANNOUNCED
A five-year, $2.1 million grant from the U.S. Department 
of Education’s Title III Strengthening Institutions Program 
will support a new initiative designed to increase 
Lawrence’s retention and graduation rates, especially 
among at-risk student groups.
The grant will support additional staff positions to 
aid with one-on-one and small-group academic skills 
development, a retention management software system, 
programs to help prepare incoming students for college, 
advanced training for faculty advisors and the expansion 
of a peer mentoring program. Professor of Music Steve 
Jordheim will serve as project director. 
“This is an important moment for Lawrence,” said 
Jordheim. “The Title III grant enables us to launch a 
comprehensive set of initiatives to foster success of our 
students throughout their years of study at Lawrence 
and through the completion of their degrees. The new 
programs and positions created and the enhancements 
to existing programs and services will ensure that greater 
numbers of our students fulfill their potential in their 
undergraduate study.”
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CONSERVATORY KUDOS
•  Miles Link ’16 earned first-place honors at the Wisconsin  
Cello Society Solo Competition at UW–Stevens Point. 
•  Elizabeth Vaughan ’15 earned first-place honors in the 2013 
Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) Wisconsin state 
competition conducted at UW–La Crosse. She then advanced  
to the MTNA East Central Piano Division Competition at 
Baldwin-Wallace College in Ohio, where she placed second.
•  Benny Wollin ’14 placed third in the Lakeshore Wind Ensemble 
Young Artist Competition held at UW–Manitowoc.
•  Ian Koziara ’14 was named a district winner at the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions held in 
Brookfield, Wis., enabling him to compete at the Upper 
Midwest Region audition. 
  
Three students won titles in the Wisconsin chapter of the 
National Association of Teachers of Singing competition  
held at UW–Stevens Point:
 Katy Harth ’11 earned first-place honors in the women’s upper 
college music theater division and third-place honors in the 
senior women’s division.
 Ian Grimshaw ’17 earned first-place honors in the freshman 
men’s division.
 Kathleen Baudendistel ’17 earned first-place honors 
in the freshman women’s division.
LAWRENCE GETS WHITE HOUSE NOD
A public pledge to assist low-income students in attending 
and completing college has earned Lawrence a place in the 
recent White House–issued report “Commitments to Action 
on College Opportunity.” Lawrence was among just 100 
institutions—and one of only two in Wisconsin—making 
the pledge as part of a higher-education summit hosted by 
President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama. 
Among the additional steps Lawrence is pledging include:
•  Enhanced current partnerships with community-based 
organizations including College Possible, College Horizons 
and the Posse Foundation
•  Increased academic support services to provide greater 
individualized assistance to students
•  Creation of a summer bridge program to assist at-
risk students in transitioning throughout their college 
experience
•  Implementation of a retention management system to 
identify and support struggling students
•  Enhanced training for faculty advisors to equip them with 
evidence-based strategies for supporting the success of 
high-need students
WARCHES HONORED 
WITH FACULTY 
RESEARCH FUND
A $1 million bequest from 
an anonymous donor will 
provide research support 
for Lawrence University 
faculty while honoring former 
President Rik Warch and his 
wife, Margot.
The bequest established the Richard and Margot Warch 
Fund for Scholarly Research. Beginning with the 2014–15 
academic year, the fund will provide grants for faculty 
scholarship, travel expenses, student research support and 
the purchase of research materials, including instrumentation 
and books. 
“Rik felt interactions between faculty and students were  
the essence of the Lawrence experience,” said Margot  
Warch. “He celebrated the work and achievements of each 
faculty member as dean of the faculty, and as president he  
was always looking for dollars to encourage scholarship  
and development projects. He would be thrilled to know  
that a fund bearing our names now exists to support  
faculty research.”
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INSIDE LAWRENCE
DAY OF SERVICE
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day may have meant a 
break from classes, but 
for Lawrentians it was 
an opportunity to put 
Dr. King’s legacy into 
practice in the Fox Valley 
Community.
Lawrence partnered with 
10 local organizations for 
a day of community engagement, with student volunteers 
providing 587 hours of service. 
Among the activities students engaged in were building 
a hoop house at Riverview Gardens, baking treats for a 
local warming shelter, knitting scarves for the homeless, 
organizing clothes at a local thrift shop and leading  
area students in after-school art, dance, music and  
sports activities.
ABOVE: Students sorting clothes at Bethesda Thrift Shop
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WINTER CARNIVAL
Lawrence’s annual Winter Carnival provided a weekend 
filled with snow-themed events. Broomball, sledding down 
Union Hill and ice sculpting were among the popular outdoor 
activities. One of the indoor highlights was the Winter 
Carnival President’s Ball.
BANTA BOWL  
BOOST
Lawrence has 
received a $250,000 
Tourism Development 
Grant from the Fox 
Cities Convention 
and Visitors Bureau 
for the renovation 
of the Banta Bowl. 
The grant will be 
distributed over a 
five-year period.
The proposed  
Banta Bowl renovations include raising and widening 
the field to accommodate soccer and lacrosse, and the 
installation of a high-quality synthetic playing surface to 
make the field more durable. A more durable field will  
allow community groups to use the facility more often.
The project also will include new seating, lighting, 
restrooms, locker rooms, a new press box, a concession 
stand, LED scoreboard and an entrance plaza, all 
contributing to a modern, state-of-the-art stadium 
experience. The total cost of the project is estimated 
at $5.2 million.
For more information on contributing to the Banta Bowl 
renovation, contact Kristen Mekemson at 920-832-7449 
or email kristen.mekemson@lawrence.edu.
To see more, visit http://lawrenceuniversity.smugmug.com/Events/Winter-Carnival-2014
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Marcia Bjørnerud, professor of geology and  
Walter Schober Professor of Environmental Studies 
Bjørnerud wrote an invited blog post for the Union 
of Concerned Scientists on the geologic context and 
environmental effects of frac sand mining in Wisconsin. 
She was a featured speaker at the annual meeting of 
the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, whose director is 
former Scarff Professor George Meyer (longtime head of 
the Wisconsin DNR). The focus of the meeting was the 
proposed open-pit iron mine in the Gogebic Range of 
northern Wis. Bjørnerud also led a two-week Björklunden-
sponsored trip to Iceland, Norway and Sweden for more 
than 30 alumni and friends of Lawrence. 
Gustavo Fares, professor of Spanish 
Fares has four book reviews accepted for publication in 
the May 2014 issue of CHASQUI: Revista de Literatura 
Latinoamericana. Rosalba Campra’s Las Puertas de 
Casiopea, Ediciones del Boulevard, 2012; Claire F. Fox’s 
Making Art Panamerican: Cultural Policy and the Cold War, 
University of Minnesota Press, 2013; Jorge A. Nállim’s 
Transformations and Crisis of Liberalism in Argentina 
1930–1955, University of Pittsburgh Press, 2012; and 
Ignacio López-Calvo’s The Affinity of the Eye: Writing Nikkei 
in Peru, University of Arizona Press, 2013.
Peter Glick, professor of psychology and Henry Merritt 
Wriston Professor of the Social Sciences
Glick gave an invited talk at Harvard Business School on 
benevolent sexism in the workplace. Harvard published 
the talk in a 2013 volume honoring 50 years of granting 
women the MBA degree at Harvard Business School. 
Glick has several recent research articles, including a 
study on eliminating the motherhood penalty in hiring 
decisions (in Group Processes and Intergroup Relations). 
A pair of articles coauthored with former Lawrence Fellow 
Josh Hart (in Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 
and Psychology of Women Quarterly) examines how 
attachment styles relate to ambivalent sexist beliefs. 
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Eilene Hoft-March, professor of French and  
Milwaukee-Downer College and College Endowment 
Association Professor of Liberal Studies
Hoft-March has a book review in the October 2013 
volume of French Review on Alain Blottière’s Rêveurs. 
She co-organized the Women in French sessions of the 
Midwest Modern Languages Association (Milwaukee, 
November 2013), where she presented a paper titled 
“Deflecting Autobiography: Varda’s ‘Plages d’Agnès.’”
Kirk Moss, associate professor of music  
and chair of the music education department
Moss guest-conducted two high school honor orchestras: 
Ohio MEA South-Central Region High School Honors 
Orchestra and St. Louis All-Suburban High School Honors 
Orchestra. He also completed two arrangements for high 
school string orchestra: Mendelssohn’s Sinfonia No. 2 
and Sinfonia No. 9, both published by Alfred Music.
Mark Phelan, assistant professor of philosophy
Phelan published two articles, “Thinking Things and 
Feeling Things: On an Alleged Discontinuity in Folk 
Metaphysics of Mind” (with Arico and Nichols) in 
Phenomenology and the Cognitive Sciences, and “Function 
and Feeling Machines: A Defense of the Philosophical 
Conception of Subjective Experience” (with Buckwalter) 
in Philosophical Studies. His co-authored paper, “Mere 
Exposure to Bad Art” (with Meskin, Moore and Kieran), 
published in the British Journal of Aesthetics in April, was 
discussed in numerous publications and blogs, including 
The Economist, Art Market Monitor, The Boston Globe, 
Gizmodo and The Dish. 
John Shimon and Julie Lindemann,  
associate professors of art
Shimon and Lindemann worked for two years with 
the John Michael Kohler Arts Center’s “Connecting 
Communities” program, funded by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, to produce their installation We 
Go From Where We Know, centered around a Wisconsin-
made 1949 Nash automobile. The car is filled with hand-
cast concrete corncobs and surrounded by life-size full-
length studio portrait photographs of Wisconsin “natives 
and tourists,” postcards made and found, and more to 
examine the idiosyncrasies of Wisconsin as place. The 
exhibition was on view from October 2013 to February 
2014, opening with a collaborative improvisational 
sound performance in the gallery space by Shimon 
and Lawrence colleagues Brian Pertl ’86, dean of the 
Conservatory, and John T. Gates, visiting assistant professor 
of music and teacher of voice. 
BELOW: J. Shimon & J. Lindemann: We Go From Where We Know, Nash Corn Crib and Concrete Tear Drops surrounded by portraits and postcards  
at the John Michael Kohler Arts Center, Sheboygan, Wis., October 13, 2013–February 23, 2014. Photo courtesy of John Michael Kohler Arts Center.
LEFT: The Strokkur (‘the churn’) geyser in the Haukadalur geothermal area in southwest Iceland, 
along the tectonic boundary between the North American and European plates.
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Rosa Tapia, associate professor of Spanish 
Tapia coordinated and edited a volume of the journal 
Revista Internacional d’Humanitats dedicated to “Studies 
on Contemporary Latin American Cinema,” to which she 
also contributed the article “Body, Gaze and Gender in 
Claudia Llosa’s film The Milk of Sorrow.” The Revista 
Internacional d’Humanitats is an annual international 
journal and a joint publication of the Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona (Spain) and the Universidade 
de São Paulo (Brazil). Professor Tapia also gave a 
presentation on “Globalization in Latin American Cinema: 
Old Borders, New Spaces” as part of the Lunch at 
Lawrence lecture series.
Bob Williams, associate professor of education
Williams’ article “Distributed Cognition and Gesture” 
appeared in Body – Language – Communication: An 
International Handbook on Multimodality in Human 
Interaction, Volume 1, published by Mouton de Gruyter 
in September. BLC is the first reference work of how 
body movements relate to language and communication. 
It includes 72 chapters by leading international 
scholars in disciplines ranging from cognitive sciences 
to sign linguistics.
Jerald Podair, professor of history and Robert S. French 
Professor of American Studies
Podair published a review of The Ocean Hill–Brownsville 
Conflict: Intellectual Struggles Between Blacks and Jews 
at Mid-Century in the American Historical Review and a 
review of Progressive Appleton: Through the Lens of W.D. 
Schlafer in Voyageur. He published entries on Albert 
Shanker and the New York City Teachers Strike of 1968 
in The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Business, Labor 
and Economic History. He was a member of a committee 
of historians and biographers that worked successfully to 
have President Obama award the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom to civil rights activist and March on Washington 
organizer Bayard Rustin. In addition, he conducted a 
guided tour of Abraham Lincoln: A Man of His Time,  
A Man for All Times, a traveling exhibit sponsored by  
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, at 
the Mudd Library as part of the inauguration program 
for President Mark Burstein.
ABOVE: Rosa Tapia
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“I learned, loved, grew 
and left a piece of me 
behind, while taking 
some of Lawrence 
with me.”
Nidal Kram ’12 is more aware 
of who she is and her place 
in the world because of 
Lawrence. She has gained 
independence, self-
confidence and lifelong 
friends. The Lawrence 
Fund helped her explore 
her multiple interests while 
a member of the Black 
Organization of Students, 
Lawrence International and 
the Anthropology Club. 
In addition, she enjoyed 
studying abroad—twice! As 
a volunteer with the YMCA, 
she inspired others to find 
their strengths.
920-832-6548
www.lawrence.edu/giving
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MEMOIRS OF A  
COLD WAR COLONEL
William H. MacArthur ’59
Memoirs of a Cold War Colonel  
reflects a myriad of assignments  
and responsibilities undertaken  
by Col. MacArthur through his  
30-year career (1959–89). He  
plotted and planned against  
United States adversaries while stationed in  
Germany, Thailand, Turkey, Alaska and the Pentagon. 
Memoirs also reveals how military family life is  
affected by the constant travel and pressure while 
military personnel are serving the nation. MacArthur 
received his Air Force commission through the Lawrence 
Air Force ROTC program and in this book he also offers  
a taste of campus life some 50 years ago.
TRAIN: RIDING THE  
RAILS THAT CREATED  
THE MODERN WORLD
Tom Zoellner ’91
From the frigid trans-Siberian 
railroad to the antiquated Indian 
Railways to the futuristic MagLev 
trains, Zoellner offers a stirring 
story of man’s relationship with 
trains. Zoellner examines both the 
mechanics of the rails and their engines and how they 
helped societies evolve. Not only do trains transport 
people and goods in an efficient manner, but they also 
reduce pollution and dependency upon oil. Zoellner 
also considers America’s culture of ambivalence to 
mass transit, using the perpetually stalled line between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco as a case study in 
bureaucracy and public indifference.
THE ANIMAL WISDOM TAROT
Dawn Baumann Brunke ’81
Using tarot cards is a time-honored 
way to see the patterns of the past, 
explore the potential of what is to 
come and predict the future. The 
Animal Wisdom Tarot contains an 
inspirational book and a complete 
deck of 78 tarot cards. Every card in the deck has been 
assigned its own animal from the major arcana cards to 
all the cards in the four suits. In the accompanying book 
Brunke gives an interpretation for each card, both on its 
own and in combination with others. For more inspiration, 
there are messages and guidance on how to read and 
interpret the cards.
THE ALLIANCE
Scott Klug ’75
The Archbishop of St. Petersburg 
is found murdered in the world-
renowned Hermitage museum. 
Missing are priceless relics 
from an international exhibition. 
Left behind is a cryptic warning 
written in a mixture of ancient 
languages. 
Father Pete Farrell, a one-time Special Forces soldier 
turned Jesuit Priest, knows he can’t solve the crime 
alone. He cobbles together an unlikely alliance including 
a Rabbi, Buddhist Monk and Sufi mystic. But what first 
appears to be a simple case of stolen antiquities is so 
much more. The four men uncover a sinister conspiracy 
whose tentacles stretch from Stockholm to Singapore. 
What they confront on a sacred Tibetan mountain 
shrouded in legend and myth will rattle all of them to 
their core.
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MOTIVATING AND RETAINING 
ONLINE STUDENTS: 
RESEARCH-BASED 
STRATEGIES THAT WORK 
Rosemary Freeman  
Lehman ’55, co-author
Designed for instructors and 
instructional designers, Motivating 
and Retaining Online Students is 
filled with empirical research from the authors’ study 
of motivation and retention strategies that can reduce 
online-learner dropout. Focusing on the most important 
issues instructors face, such as course design; 
student engagement and motivation; and institutional, 
instructional and informal student support strategies, 
the book provides effective online strategies that help 
minimize student dropout, increase student retention, 
and support student learning.
THE COURAGE TO CARE
Ralph Freeman ’56
The Courage to Care is a book 
of hymn texts, which are used 
by composers for writing hymn 
tunes and poetry. Although the 
underlying theme is religious, the 
texts speak more to the common 
concerns of society that cross all 
religious barriers.
Freeman feels that the emerging 
church of the 21st century will find its mission and 
meaning to the extent that it both breaks down its 
walls, which provide comfort and security within its own 
rituals and beliefs, and enters into society to speak with 
a common language of love and concern to a world in 
need, putting compassion before self-preservation.
GREENSPAN’S ANGUISH: 
THOREAU AS ECONOMIC 
PROPHET AND OTHER 
SELECTED ESSAYS
James Eggert ’67
Eggert implores us to consider 
the negative impact our social 
consciousness is having on the 
environment. He illustrates the 
environmental issues involved 
with the markets and focuses 
attention on the individual to 
counterbalance the current 
economist’s perspective. Eggert presents readers with 
“meadowlark economics,” a perspective which sees 
the ramifications our collective actions are having on 
nature (meadowlarks). The work adamantly conveys the 
idea that we must grow with nature, not against it, and 
uses philosopher Henry Thoreau as the example of the 
simplicity we should implement into our lives.
WITHOUT COPYRIGHTS: 
PIRACY, PUBLISHING AND 
THE PUBLIC DOMAIN
Robert Spoo ’79
Without Copyrights tells the 
story of how the clashes 
between authors, publishers 
and literary “pirates” influenced 
both American copyright law 
and literature itself. Featuring a 
colorful cast of characters made 
up of frustrated authors, anxious 
publishers and willful pirates, Spoo provides an engaging 
history of the American public domain, a commons 
shaped by custom as much as by law, and of piracy’s 
complex role in the culture of creativity.
41LAWRENCE
CM14-117 LT Spring Front.indd   41 4/4/14   2:45 PM
THANKS TO  
OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS
On behalf of the Lawrence University Alumni 
Association, I’d like to extend our deepest 
appreciation to our departing directors. 
They have each been so generous with their 
time and resources. They have championed 
major projects, served as leaders and 
contributed significantly to the work of the 
LUAA Board of Directors. They have been 
excellent representatives of their classes 
and the University. They will be missed. 
Thank you to:
Paul D. Beck ’04
Elizabeth R. Benson ’69
William Wesley Burrington ’84
Joanna Messer Jordan ’01
Gregory P. Linnemanstons ’80
Collin R. McCanna ’11
Colin M. Potts ’13
James F. Reiskytl ’59
Catherine A. Statz ’96
Bill Zoellner ’93
As we celebrate the accomplishments of 
the outgoing directors, it is also time to 
think about who will step in to lead our work 
in the future. If you would like to nominate 
yourself or a classmate, please visit: 
lawrence.edu/alumni/luaa/nomination_form 
to submit a nomination.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Jones Benedict ’99
LUAA President
P.S.—Watch the alumni website 
(lawrence.edu/alumni) to stay up  
to date on events happening in your  
area and learn how you can get involved.
News from the LUAA
LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
2013–14 LUAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Executive Committee
Christine Jones Benedict ’99 (Madison, Wis.), president 
Jeffrey Fox ’72 (Dahlonega, Ga.), vice president and Development co-chair
Cathy Statz ’96 (Chippewa Falls, Wis.), past president
Karl Hochkammer ’92 (Birmingham, Mich.), secretary
Paul Beck ’04 (Appleton, Wis.), Connecting Alumni co-chair
Will Burrington ’84 (Washington, D.C.), Development co-chair
Ann Carrott ’73 (Alexandria, Minn.), Nominations and Awards co-chair
Susan Chandler ’79 (Edina, Minn.), Nominations and Awards co-chair
Collin McCanna ’11 (Madison, Wis.), Connecting Alumni co-chair 
Joanna Messer Jordan ’01 (Madison, Wis.), Connecting to Campus co-chair
Thomas Boya Quill ’82 (Los Angeles, Calif.), Connecting to Campus co-chair
MEMBERS
Kent Allen ’83 (Olate, Kan.)
Bradford Aspgren ’84 (Dallas, Texas)
Elizabeth Benson ’69 (Falls Church, Va.)
Gene Redding Clark ’64 (Windom, Minn.)
Gail Page Cordry M-D’58 (Inman, S.C.)
Rick Davis ’80 (Warrenton, Va.)
Cynthia Estlund ’78 (New York, N.Y.)
Monita Mohammadian Gray ’92 (St. Paul, Minn.)
James Harper Jr. ’83 (Westwood, Mass.)
Marie Anne Jeruc ’15 (New Berlin, Wis.)
Richard King ’70 (Great Falls, Va.)
Andrew Kraemer ’13 (Wilmette, Ill.)
Cameron Kramlich ’02 (San Francisco, Calif.)
Rousang Li ’14 (Chengdu, China)
Gregory Linnemanstons ’80 (Appleton, Wis.)
Yoriko Morita ’93 (Louisville, Colo.)
Colin Potts ’13 (Berkeley Lake, Ga.)
Sara Quandt ’73 (Winston Salem, N.C.)
James Reiskytl ’59 (Mequon, Wis.)
C. Paul Snyder ’99 (Wauwatosa, Wis.)
Carolyn Tomecek ’12 (Riverside, Ill.)
Perrin Tourangeau ’16 (Denver, Colo.)
J.R. Vanko ’13 (East Dundee, Ill.)
Marianne Varney ’71 (Naples, Fla.)
Bill Zoellner ’93 (Seattle, Wash.)
EX OFFICIO
Matt Baumler, director of alumni and constituency engagement
Mark Breseman ’78, associate vice president of alumni and  
     constituency engagement
Linda Fuerst, volunteer coordinator of alumni and constituency engagement
Stephanie Kramer ’08, assistant director of alumni and  
     constituency engagement
Janice Staedt, administrative assistant of alumni and constituency engagement
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Recently I learned that Lawrence University was noted 
in a White House-issued report as one of 100 colleges 
pledging to help more low-income students complete 
college. I was pleased to see this news shared on 
Facebook by a number of fellow alumni. Many were, like 
me, grateful that Lawrence’s affordability had made it 
possible for them to attend—and they were thrilled to 
know that this life-changing experience would continue  
to be accessible for today’s students.
A first-generation college student (and daughter of dairy 
farmers trying to survive the 1980s farm crisis), I now 
realize I’m just one of many from similar backgrounds 
who graduated with multiple majors or degrees, 
reasonable debt and a transformative experience. 
So many things made the difference: advisors who 
reached out and made me feel at home, a welcoming 
and supportive residence hall community and faculty 
who challenged and inspired me while remaining totally 
approachable.
 
One particular Lawrence moment, however, was alumni-
related. Waiting for a student recital to begin in the 
semidarkness of Harper Hall, I was telling some friends 
that I’d love to spend a term abroad at the London Centre, 
LIFE-CHANGING ADVICE
By Cathy Statz ’96
but just wasn’t sure, as a double-degree student, that  
I could afford to do it.
 
From a few seats away, a woman I didn’t recognize 
leaned over and said, “You know, I had the opportunity  
to study abroad while I was a student here at Lawrence, 
and I didn’t do it. I’ve always regretted that decision.  
You need to go.”
And that was it. I signed up.
 
My experience abroad changed my life and my view of 
the world, and set me on a course in my personal and 
professional career. As a cooperative educator, I have 
planned conferences in three countries. As a Rotarian, 
I have traveled to Bolivia several times for our club’s 
water projects. As a Lawrentian, I journeyed to France  
to savor the food and culture—and to connect with 
alumni from multiple generations.
 
Thanks to that alumna long ago in Harper Hall, I never 
miss an opportunity to encourage a young person 
to travel, and thanks to Lawrence University, the 
commitment to an outstanding liberal arts education  
for all will keep changing lives into the future. s
ABOVE: Cathy Statz and her husband, 
Tom Pamperin, outside Al Boom Steak 
and Seafood, Kuwait City, Kuwait 
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Lawrence alumnus Ben DiMarco ’12 (standing, left) is coaching the Skautafélag Akureyrar women’s hockey team. DiMarco was a stellar player at 
Lawrence and then played in Sweden before moving to a club in Iceland to continue his playing career.
Globe-trotting    
  Grads
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THEY ARE TAKING LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS GLOBAL.
Former student-athletes Ben DiMarco ’12 and Luke 
Barthelmess ’14 have taken their talents and experience 
overseas with a heavy influence from the Lawrence campus.
DiMarco, who starred at forward for the Lawrence hockey 
team from 2008 to 2012, is the coach of Icelandic Women’s 
National Ice Hockey Team the Skautafélag Akureyrar (SA) 
women’s team. Barthelmess, who just wrapped up a record-
setting football career, is playing professionally this summer 
for the Stuttgart Scorpions of the German Football League.
DiMarco, who played hockey in Sweden 
after graduation, moved to Iceland to 
play for Skautafélag Akureyrar when 
the opportunity to coach the women’s 
national team arose. He had coached 
the Lawrence women’s club team for 
three seasons while he was a student.
“When I arrived in Iceland in late 
September, the club helped me apply to be the head 
coach of the women’s national team for the 2013–14 
season,” DiMarco said. “Luckily, the circumstances 
and timing were right, and my experience coaching the 
women’s team at Lawrence ultimately won me the job.”
DiMarco credited his training with Lawrence head coach 
Mike Szkodzinski and his experience with Lawrence 
alumnus David Eddy ’81 in the Lawrence Scholars in 
Business program as key components of his development.
“The Lawrence experience definitely taught me how 
to present myself and my ideas, as well as how to 
adapt to new and different situations,” DiMarco said. 
“While playing hockey at Lawrence, I observed coach 
Szkodzinski’s coaching style, and during my internship 
with Thomson Reuters in San Francisco, I worked  
closely with David Eddy, the company’s regional  
managing director. These two men have very different 
styles of leadership, and I developed much of my  
own approach to coaching through comparing and 
contrasting their methods.”
The experiences gained since DiMarco went abroad  
also have had a profound impact on his life.
“My experiences in Sweden and Iceland over the past two 
years have really enhanced my perspective on life and 
have shown me that other cultures place value on very 
different things than we Americans do,” DiMarco said. 
“In Sweden especially, people’s acceptance of each other 
as equals taught me that fulfilling cultural expectations 
is optional. What is most important is that you are 
comfortable with yourself and with what you are doing.”
Barthelmess was all set to begin a 
career in the business world after 
graduation, but the opportunity to 
continue playing quarterback was 
too tempting. 
“I’m looking forward to every possible 
facet of this opportunity,” Barthelmess 
said. “Playing more football, playing 
professional football and living in Europe.”
After Barthelmess ended his Lawrence career as the 
most prolific passer in school history, he traveled to 
Mexico to play in the Bowl of the Stars, a game featuring 
NCAA Division III standouts playing a team of Mexican  
all-stars. Barthelmess led Team Stars and Stripes to 
a 29-7 victory, and his coach in Mexico told him of the 
chance to play in Europe.
“At that point, I still wasn’t sure I wanted to do it because 
I’ve worked very hard to get a math and economics 
degree,” Barthelmess said. “But I thought, 10 years 
down the road, am I going to regret not playing football in 
Europe? Two days later, I was back saying I was their guy.”
Barthelmess holds nearly every Lawrence passing 
record. He completed 648 of 1,181 passes in his career 
and finished fourth in conference history with 8,190 
passing yards. Barthelmess’ 62 touchdown passes ranks 
seventh in league history. Barthelmess wound up ninth in 
Lawrence history with 1,819 rushing yards.
“The main motivational thing was which decision was 
I going to regret, saying no to it or going for it,” said 
Barthelmess, who had never been to Europe.
“I’m going to get to be with a great group of athletes, 
playing a sport I love, in a place I’ve never been before. 
Everything about this excites me.”s
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Five former Lawrence University athletic stars were 
inducted into the school’s Intercollegiate Athletic Hall  
of Fame in October 2013.
Hans Hartwig ’35, John Bill ’79, Dan Dreyfus ’87, Maggie 
Phillips Reeve ’96 and Mark Smrecek ’00 were inducted 
in a ceremony at the Warch Campus Center on Oct. 4 and 
honored at halftime of the Hall of Fame football game vs. 
Illinois College the following afternoon.
2013 HALL OF FAME
Hans Hartwig ’35
In the era of ironman football, Hans Hartwig was one of  
the finest players of the 1930s for Lawrence University.
A native of Wauwatosa, Wis., Hartwig starred in the 
offensive backfield and as linebacker during his career  
with the Vikings. He played three seasons of football  
(freshmen couldn’t play on the varsity then) for head 
coach Percy O. Clapp.
LEFT TO RIGHT: Dan Dreyfus, John Bill, Mark Smrecek and Maggie Phillips Reeve
By Joe Vanden Acker
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Playing in the single-wing offense, 
Hartwig started at three positions 
in the backfield during his career. 
He starred at halfback, fullback and 
quarterback as a multiple threat  
with his ability both to run and to 
throw the football.
Hartwig earned all-conference 
honors as both a junior and senior. 
In the days before the Midwest 
Conference selected a team, Hartwig 
was named to the All–Big Three 
team in 1933 and was selected  
for the All–Big Four team in 1934.  
Led by Hartwig and fellow Lawrence 
Hall of Famer George Walter ’36,  
Lawrence won the mythical 
Wisconsin collegiate championship 
by defeating Carroll, Ripon and  
Beloit in 1934.
A proverbial big man on campus, 
Hartwig also was a campus champion 
in both boxing and wrestling.
Hartwig, who earned a degree in 
chemistry, remained in the Fox Valley 
after his graduation from Lawrence. 
He went on to found Crystal Print, 
Inc., which continues to operate in 
nearby Little Chute. Hartwig and his 
wife, Joan, had two children, Chris 
and Tina. Hartwig passed away in 
May 1976, and his wife died in 1995.
John Bill ’79
John Bill was the ace of the pitching 
staff of the best baseball teams in 
Lawrence University history.
Led by Bill’s powerful right arm,  
the Vikings won two Midwest 
Conference championships and 
made the only two NCAA Division III 
regional appearances in Lawrence  
baseball history.
A native of Kenosha, Wis., Bill put 
together a career record of 23-12, 
and he continues to be Lawrence’s 
career wins leader more than 
30 years after his graduation. A 
two-time All–Midwest Conference 
selection, Bill was honored by the 
league in 1978 and 1979.
Bill threw a school-record 235.2 
innings and set the school career 
record with 151 strikeouts. He also 
tossed a school-record 25 complete 
games, which included two shutouts. 
Bill threw a school-record six three-
hit games and compiled a  
4.32 earned run average.
Bill went 21-8 over his final three 
seasons after going 4-4 as a 
freshman. He holds the school 
season record for wins with his  
8-2 record in 1978, and his 7-3 mark 
in 1979 ranks second. He threw a 
school-record eight complete games 
in 1979 on his way to a school-
record 70.1 innings pitched.
A two-year team captain, Bill also 
played in the outfield and served as 
the team’s designated hitter when 
he wasn’t on the mound. He enjoyed 
his best season at the plate in 1978 
when he led the team with a .350 
batting average.
Bill, who earned a degree in 
economics at Lawrence, was a  
first-team Academic All-American 
in 1979. Bill also played one 
season of football in 1975 and 
was the team’s starting punter on a 
conference championship squad.
Bill and his wife, Teri, own 
Manchester Investments and live in 
Greendale, Wis. The Bills have two 
adult children, Jacob and Sara.
Hans Hartwig, 1935
John Bill in action at Whiting Field in 1979
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Dan Dreyfus ’87
Dan Dreyfus made stopping the 
opposition an art form and became 
the most prolific goalkeeper in 
Lawrence University soccer history. 
Dreyfus holds virtually every 
Lawrence goalkeeping record and 
was a key player when the Vikings 
won the 1985 Midwest Conference 
championship.
A native of Bogota, Colombia, 
Dreyfus played his high school 
soccer in Tallahassee, Fla. Dreyfus 
earned all-conference honors 
in 1985 as Lawrence defeated 
Knox College 3-0 for the league 
championship. Dreyfus set school 
and conference season records 
in 1985 with eight shutouts, a  
0.45 goals against average and  
a .921 save percentage. The save 
percentage mark still stands as  
the conference record.
During his three years as the starter 
in net (1984–86), Lawrence put 
together a 25-10-1 record. The 
Vikings finished first (1985), second 
(1984) and third (1986) in the 
conference during those seasons.
A team captain and team Most  
Valuable Player during his career, 
Dreyfus set the school and conference 
career records with 18 shutouts, 
a 1.07 goals against average and 
an .839 save percentage. The save 
percentage record still stands as the 
conference mark.
Dreyfus works at Accenture in 
Arlington, Va. Dreyfus and his wife, 
Laura, live in Fairfax, Va., and have  
a son, Bryan.
Maggie Phillips Reeve ’96
Maggie Phillips stepped to the 
top of the podium at the Midwest 
Conference Championships  
12 times during her swimming 
career at Lawrence University. A 
native of Shorewood, Wis., Phillips 
won five individual conference 
championships and was part of 
seven winning relay teams, and  
she did it all in just three seasons.
Part of a 3/2 nursing program, 
Phillips competed for only three 
years and was part of the group 
that elevated the Lawrence women’s 
swim team to be among the top-
three squads in the conference 
during those three years.
Phillips set five individual school 
records and was part of multiple 
relay teams to set school records. 
Phillips continues to hold the  
400-yard individual medley record 
and is part of the team that holds 
the mark in the 400 freestyle relay.
Dan Dreyfus, Whiting Field, 1985 Maggie Phillips Reeve, Midwest Conference Championships at Grinnell, 1995
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Phillips started her career with a 
flash of brilliance at the 1993  
MWC Championships. She won 
individual titles in the 100 freestyle, 
200 freestyle and 400 IM and was 
part of the winning 200 freestyle 
and 400 medley relay teams.
Phillips came back in 1994 to win 
the conference championship in 
the 500 freestyle and swim on the 
winning 200 freestyle and 400 
freestyle relay teams. She then 
won the 200 IM at the 1995 MWC 
Championships and was part of the 
winning 200 freestyle, 400 freestyle 
and 800 freestyle relay teams.
Phillips also was a 10-time 
champion at the Wisconsin Private 
College Championships, and 
the Vikings won the team title in 
all three seasons in which she 
competed (1993, 1994, 1995).
Phillips works as a nurse at  
UW Hospital. She and her husband, 
Jamie Reeve ’95, live in Shorewood 
and have three children, Olivia, Max 
and Lily.
Mark Smrecek ’00
Mark Smrecek was the rock  
of the offensive line during his  
four seasons with the Lawrence 
football team.
An Appleton native, Smrecek was a 
two-time USA Football All–American 
and a four-time All–Midwest 
Conference selection. A stalwart 
at guard and tackle, it is believed 
that Smrecek played every offensive 
snap from scrimmage, including a 
few at fullback during his four years 
at Lawrence. Smrecek also was 
pressed into action on defense in 
his final two seasons and would play 
several series on the defensive line 
in each game.
Smrecek is one of just six Lawrence 
football players to be a four-time all-
conference selection. He was a first-
team selection in 1997, 1998 and 
1999 and made the second team 
in 2000. A football team captain, 
Smrecek also received honorable 
mention on the USA Football All-
America team in 1999 and 2000.
Smrecek also competed for three 
years in track and field and was 
consistently one of the conference’s 
best throwers. Smrecek, who set 
the school record in the weight 
throw, placed in the weight throw 
and shot put at the conference’s 
indoor championships in 2000. He 
also placed in the shot put at the 
league’s outdoor championships in 
1998, 1999 and 2000.
Smrecek works as a consulting 
actuary at Towers Watson. He and 
his wife, Lela, have two children, 
Rosemary and Hazel, and live in 
Deerfield, Ill. s
Mark Smrecek (76) in action vs. Lake Forest in 2000Maggie Phillips Reeve, Midwest Conference Championships at Grinnell, 1995
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Cross Country
The Lawrence men grabbed second place at the  
Midwest Conference Championships, and the women’s 
team surprised the field with a third-place finish.
The men ended with a score of 58 points and had three 
all-conference runners. Jamie Brisbois ’14, Kyle Dockery ’15 
and Jonah Laursen ’16 finished third, fourth and fifth, 
respectively, over a stretch of just 17 seconds to lead the 
Vikings in the 8,000-meter race. It was the second time 
both Brisbois and Dockery earned all-conference honors 
and the first time for Laursen.
The women had four all-conference runners as they 
moved up five spots in the team standings from 2012’s 
eighth-place finish.
Clare Bruning ’16 led Lawrence by taking sixth and 
covering the 6,000-meter course in 23:22.35. Amy 
Hutchings ’17 grabbed ninth, Cora Williams ’17 was 
19th and Liz Landes ’17 was 20th to round out the  
all-conference squad.
Lawrence also won the combined team title at the 
Wisconsin Lutheran College Invitational. Lawrence had a 
combined score of 185 to edge Trinity Christian College, 
which was second with 207. Landes led the women by 
finishing 11th overall, and Brisbois raced to fifth for  
the men.
Lawrence also swept the team titles at the Concordia 
(Wis.) University Falcon Invitational. The Lawrence women 
romped to the title with 66 points, and Carroll University 
was second with 92. Landes led the women with a 
fourth-place finish. The Lawrence men nipped Carroll for 
the team title with 63 points, just two points ahead of 
the Pioneers. Laursen was the top runner for the Vikings 
with a fourth-place finish.
 
Football
Quarterback Luke Barthelmess ’14 capped a stellar 
career by setting a number of Lawrence records and 
forging an unforgettable moment with his brother,  
Isaac Barthelmess ’17.
The Vikings’ lone victory of the season came when 
Luke connected with Isaac, a freshman running back, 
for a touchdown pass on the game’s final play to pull 
out a 23-20 win over Knox College.
Luke earned All–Midwest Conference second-team 
honors after completing 193 of 346 passes for 
2,133 yards and 14 touchdowns. Barthelmess also 
ran 177 times for 889 yards and two touchdowns. 
Barthelmess finished first in the league in total 
offense at 302.2 yards per game.
For his career, Barthelmess, who is Lawrence’s 
career leader in a number of passing categories, 
completed 648 of 1,181 passes and finished fourth 
in conference history with 8,190 passing yards. 
Barthelmess’ 62 touchdown passes ranks him 
seventh in league history. He also finished ninth 
in Lawrence history with 1,819 rushing yards.
Defensive back Sam Wagner ’14 and wide receiver 
Dan Dubnicka ’14 also received honorable mention 
on the all-conference team. Wagner was chosen 
for the second consecutive year after leading the 
team with 89 tackles, and he had one interception. 
Wagner also saw action at wide receiver and caught 
23 passes for 435 yards and two touchdowns. 
Dubnicka caught 49 passes for 662 yards and four 
touchdowns. He finished fourth in the conference  
at 4.9 catches per game and was fifth in the league 
at 66.2 receiving yards per game.
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ABOVE: Lawrence quarterback Luke Barthelmess ’14 fires a pass to the end zone on the final play of the Vikings’ game with Knox College  
at the Banta Bowl. Barthelmess connected with his brother, Isaac ’17, on the play for the winning touchdown in Lawrence’s 23-20 victory. 
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Men’s Soccer
In a season ravaged by injury, the Vikings still managed 
to forge a .500 record in the Midwest Conference and 
finished with a 7-10-1 mark overall.
Lawrence lost four starters to season-ending injuries, but 
the Vikings finished with a 5-5-0 mark in league play and 
narrowly missed a berth in the conference tournament.
The Vikings, who picked up a 1-0 win over Ripon College 
during the season, had two players selected for the all-
conference team. Stephen Salansky ’15 and Michael 
Deremo ’17 were both chosen for the second team.
Salansky, who was a first-team all-conference pick in 
2012, picked up goals against both Beloit College and 
Monmouth College, which were both Lawrence victories, 
and had an assist in the Vikings’ win over Cornell College. 
He finished the season with five points. Deremo, a rookie 
forward, led the Vikings with five goals and seven assists 
for 17 points. His seven assists add up to the second-
highest season total in Lawrence history. James Kimball ’89 
set the record of eight assists back in 1987.
Women’s Soccer
The Vikings finished eighth in the Midwest Conference 
with a 3-6-1 record, and Lawrence finished 5-10-1 overall.
Lawrence did pick up several impressive wins during 
the season, knocking off Nebraska Wesleyan University 
3-2 in nonconference play and defeating a powerhouse 
Carroll University squad 3-0 in league play. Lawrence also 
downed Ripon College 1-0 in a conference match.
ABOVE: Lawrence’s Aaron Sutton ’16 makes contact on a header in a match with Lakeland College early in the 2013 season.
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Forward Keli Muchowski ’15 and midfielder Casey Merkle ’17 
were both chosen for the all-conference team. Muchowski 
was named to the second team for the second consecutive 
season, and she led Lawrence with nine goals. Muchowski 
recorded her first career hat trick in Lawrence’s 3-1 victory at 
Knox College. Merkle quickly became the team’s playmaker 
during her rookie season. She scored three goals and picked 
up a team-high five assists for 11 points.
 
Volleyball
Kathleen Rowland ’14 capped her career as the most prolific 
defensive player in Lawrence history. 
A libero, Rowland was a first-team all-conference selection 
this year, the third time she has been selected. Rowland 
piled up 552 digs and contributed a team-high 35 service 
aces. Rowland is Lawrence’s career leader with 2,189 digs, 
and her career average of 5.43 digs per set is also tops in 
school history.
Setter Diane McLeod ’14 was a second-team pick and 
made the all-conference team for the second time. McLeod 
amassed 758 assists this season for an average of 8.52 per 
set. She finished her career second on Lawrence’s career  
list with 2,902 assists. 
Lawrence finished sixth in the conference with a 5-5 record, 
and the Vikings had a 10-20 overall mark.
Women’s Tennis
The Vikings finished sixth at the Midwest Conference 
Championships in Madison, Wis., as no singles player or 
doubles team advanced past the championship quarterfinals.
Lawrence finished the regular season with a 7-9 mark in 
dual matches and a 1-3 record in MWC North Division play. 
Highlighting the season was a four-match win streak during 
the middle of the campaign that included an 8-1 victory over 
rival Ripon College. Lawrence has now beaten Ripon 10 
consecutive times.
The team’s top record belonged to No. 2 singles player 
Hannah Geoffrey ’15, who went 10-7. The top doubles  
mark went to the No. 2 team of Polly Dalton ’14 and  
Gayatri Malhotra ’14, who were 9-8.
BELOW: Lawrence’s Megan Conley blocks the attack of St. Norbert College’s Abby West during a Midwest Conference match at Alexander Gymnasium on Oct. 22, 2013.
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Swimming
Taylor Winter ’15 won a pair of individual titles, and the 
Lawrence women broke nine school records on their 
way to a fourth-place finish at the Midwest Conference 
Championships at Grinnell, Iowa.
Winter won the 1,650-yard freestyle in a school-record 
time of 17:40.75. She also won the 500 freestyle in 
5:09.48. Hayley Cardinal ’16 took the other title for  
the Vikings as she won the 100 breaststroke in a  
school-record time of 1:07.09. Cardinal also swam  
to record times in the 200 breaststroke (2:28.58)  
and 200 individual medley (2:14.65).
Emily Flack ’16 finished second and broke the school 
record in the 200 backstroke with a time of 2:08.15.
Lawrence also broke four relay school records. The team of 
Flack, Cardinal, Paige Witter ’17 and Danielle Millen ’17 
broke the school record in the 200 medley relay with a 
time of 1:52.00. The team of Flack, Cardinal, Witter and 
Hannah Gabriel ’14 broke the record in the 400 medley 
relay with a time of 4:01.68. The 400 freestyle relay 
team of Flack, Witter, Winter and Gabriel broke the school 
record with a time of 3:40.65. The 800 freestyle relay 
team of Witter, Flack, Winter and Gabriel set the school 
record with a time of 7:56.61.
On the men’s side, Charlie Mann ’14 was the top finisher 
for the Vikings as he took second in the 50 freestyle in 
21.54 seconds. The Lawrence men finished sixth in the 
team standings.
Men’s Basketball
For the second consecutive year, the Vikings fell just 
short of earning a berth in the four-team Midwest 
Conference Tournament. Lawrence finished fifth in the 
conference with a 10-8 mark and 12-11 overall in the 
face of a brutal nonconference schedule.
Guard Chris Siebert ’14 was named to the D3hoops.com 
All-Midwest Region team. He also earned All-Midwest 
Conference honors for the third consecutive season. 
Siebert was a first-team selection after averaging 17.9 
points and 4.0 rebounds per game. 
A senior guard, Siebert was a first-team selection this 
season after earning second-team honors for both the 
2011–12 and 2012–13 seasons. Siebert averaged 17.9 
points, 4.0 rebounds and 2.9 assists per game for the 
Vikings. Siebert hit 72 3-pointers this season, the second-
highest season total in school history. 
Siebert finished his career with 1,360 points, which ranks 
fourth in school history behind Josten’s Trophy (national 
player of the year award) winner Chris Braier ’06, Lawrence 
Hall of Famer Joel Dillingham ’93 and All-American Ryan 
Kroeger ’09. 
Women’s Basketball
First-year coach Ashley Wellman saw her team decimated by 
injury, but the Vikings did manage three victories, including a 
stirring comeback triumph on the road.
Lawrence trailed by 18 points in the second half at Knox 
College, but the Vikings rallied for a 93-92 win. Kassidy 
Rinehart ’15 hit a jumper to tie it at 92-92 with 36 seconds 
left, and then stole the ball from Jodi Marver on the ensuing 
possession. Rinehart was fouled with 1.6 seconds left and 
hit a free throw to lift Lawrence to the victory.
Guard Alex Deshler ’14 led the team in scoring at 11 
points per game and rebounding at 6.5 per contest. Deshler 
finished her career as one of only three players in school 
history to score more than 900 points and grab more than 
600 rebounds. Deshler, who finished with 909 points and 
604 rebounds, joins four-time All-Midwest Conference 
ABOVE: Lawrence’s Tyler Mazur ’14 (12) blocks the shot of Grinnell College’s 
Patrick Maher (10) during the Vikings’ 111-94 victory over the Pioneers.
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selection Felice Porrata ’05 and 
Lawrence Hall of Famer Gina Seegers 
Szablewski ’92. 
Hockey
The Vikings posted the biggest win in 
school history and reached the league 
playoffs in the first season of the new 
Northern Collegiate Hockey Association.
Lawrence defeated No. 2-ranked St. 
Norbert College 5-4 at the Cornerstone 
Community Center. The Vikings scored 
the game’s final four goals, including the 
game-winner from Blake Roubos ’17 
with just 22 seconds left, after trailing 
4-1 early in the third period. It marked 
only the second time in 241 games at 
the Cornerstone that St. Norbert lost 
when leading after two periods.
The win also matched the highest-ranked 
opponent any Lawrence team has ever 
beaten. Lawrence softball defeated  
No. 2 Chapman University 1-0 in 1998 
and the men’s basketball team beat  
No. 2 UW–Oshkosh 82-75 in 2005.
Lawrence finished eighth in the NCHA 
with a 5-12-1 record (6-19-2 overall) and 
were eliminated by St. Norbert in  
a quarterfinal league playoff series.
Roubos, a rookie forward, was named 
to the NCHA’s All-Freshmen Team after 
leading the team in scoring with 26 
points this season. He posted a team-
best 16 assists to go along with 10 
goals, which was the second-highest 
total on the squad. Roubos recorded his 
first career hat trick and the first hat trick 
for a Lawrence player since the 2009–10 
season when he scored three times in 
a 4-2 win over Finlandia University that 
clinched a berth in the NCHA playoffs.
Indoor Track and Field
Cam Davies ’16 claimed his  
first conference title to lead 
Lawrence at the Midwest  
Conference Championships in  
Mount Vernon, Iowa.
Davies took the lead a few laps 
from the finish of the 3,000 meters 
and pulled away for a victory of 
nearly seven seconds over Grinnell 
College’s Ben Taylor. Davies’ time of 
8:46.71 shattered the school record 
of 8:50.83, set by Sam Stevens ’13 
back in 2012. JP Ranumas ’16 also 
broke his own school record in the 
60-meter hurdles at the conference 
meet with a time of 8.66 seconds, 
barely beating the old mark of 8.67.
The Lawrence men finished eighth in 
the team standings with 44 points. 
The Lawrence women were ninth 
with 14.
Brielle Bartes ’14 broke the school 
record in the weight throw with a 
toss of 40 feet, 8.25 inches, at the 
UW–Stevens Point Invitational.
Fencing
The Vikings finished eighth at 
the Midwest Fencing Conference 
Championships in South Bend, Ind. 
The women’s team was seventh 
overall, and the men’s team finished 
11th at the University of Notre 
Dame. Men’s sabre and women’s foil 
led the way by both finishing fourth.
In the individual portion of the 
conference meet, Graham Jones ’15 
led the Vikings by finishing 10th in 
sabre. On the women’s side, the top 
finisher was Mariah Wilkerson ’14, 
who finished 15th in epee.
At the NCAA Midwest Regional in 
Detroit, Mich., Jones placed seventh 
in sabre to lead the Vikings. Katie 
Blackburn ’14 led the Lawrence 
women by taking ninth in epee. s
RIGHT: Lawrence’s JP Ranumas ‘16 clears 
a barrier during the 60-meter hurdles in the 
Vikings’ meet at UW–Oshkosh. Ranumas 
broke his own school record in the event 
at the Midwest Conference Championships 
with a time of 8.66 seconds.
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Lee Dodds Chemel ’65
Film/television director
Television producer
Major: English literature
Minor: French and history
For those whose prime-time television habits include 
watching comedies, there’s a pretty good chance that 
your list of favorites includes a few that were directed by 
Lee Chemel. Since 2009 Chemel has been the director 
for ABC’s popular series The Middle. Other producing/
directing credits include Gilmore Girls, Arrested 
Development, The Bernie Mac Show, The George Lopez 
Show, Judging Amy, Spin City, Becker, Just Shoot Me,  
Mad About You, Murphy Brown, Northern Exposure,  
The Nanny and Family Ties. Chemel is a four-time  
Emmy Award nominee.
Chemel came to Lawrence University following the 
consolidation between Milwaukee-Downer College and 
Lawrence College. Hers was the first of the Downer  
classes to transfer to Appleton. 
The rewards of a Lawrence liberal arts education
To be sure, a liberal arts education is considered a 
luxury today. It does not offer job training, and that is 
what a lot of college students think they need right  
now. They think they need quick entry into the job 
market. I graduated from Lawrence with a degree in 
English literature. I taught high school, junior high, I 
went back to grad school and studied theatre, education 
and finally acting. I acted professionally, then directed 
in theatre and finally embarked upon my TV career at 
age 40. In other words, before I found my path, I could 
bounce around; I was able to work in many areas. I was 
confident, smart and experienced. Liberal arts.
How Lawrence was life changing
Not only was the academic world challenging and 
engaging, but the theatre department at that time was 
outstanding. Two professors, Cloak and Mayer, were just 
downright inspiring. I was awestruck by the depth and 
breadth of that world. Although I had thought of myself 
as a purely academic student, with a future in teaching, 
those two professors fairly seduced me into the world of 
theatre. And then a classmate, Gordon Lutz ’66, formed 
a very progressive film program at that time. It was the 
height of the nouvelle vague in cinema and, through that 
film program, I was schooled in the best of the French, 
Italian and Swedish films, which were at their height in 
the ’60s. It was a very rich year. 
The benefits of having an expanded film 
studies program 
Having the film studies program at Lawrence is probably 
equal to what the theatre program was in the ’60s—
an asset, but not the core of the educational world. 
Technical attributes can be acquired quickly. It is still 
important to study across the humanities and sciences 
as part of one’s film study.
Professors who had an impact
Both Ted Cloak and David Mayer III were extremely 
influential. Cloak was my first and best, acting teacher. 
He pierced the artifice in my work. Mayer brought me 
into the Lawrence productions where I learned for the 
first time what that process was all about. My horizons 
expanded when I came into the Lawrence community,  
and certainly the rich theatre community there was part 
of that enrichment. 
Advice for today’s students
By all means do not regard the mastery of film technique 
as the be-all and end-all. Understanding the world 
around you, history, psychology, literature and languages 
is your best preparation to be an artist of depth and 
perspicacity. That is why I regard a liberal arts education 
to be an essential part of any artist’s background. 
Anything else will just render your self referential.
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As a serial health-care entrepreneur, Abir Sen has been 
the driving force behind some of the most innovative, 
industry-changing health-care companies in the past  
10 years. He is currently CEO of Gravie, Inc., a company 
he cofounded in 2013. Gravie is a one-stop resource 
where individuals can select, buy and pay for their own 
health insurance, as well as manage their health-care 
affairs. In 2009 Sen cofounded Bloom Health, the nation’s 
first private health insurance exchange, and in 2006 he 
cofounded RedBrick Health, a company that contracts 
with employers to provide employee health screenings and 
wellness programs. He is also the cofounder of Definity 
Health, where he was co-creator of the personal care 
account, the predecessor to the health savings account. 
Rewards of a Lawrence liberal arts education
I am lucky to have been able to pursue a career 
as an entrepreneur. The skills that matter most in 
entrepreneurship, I believe, are the so-called “soft 
skills”—things like having a flexible and adaptable mind, 
having the courage to question the so-called “experts,” 
being able to communicate clearly and effectively to 
people from all kinds of backgrounds and so on. These 
are the very skills that a liberal arts education aims to 
instill in its students. I definitely have Lawrence to thank 
for setting the stage for the career path I chose.
My defining Lawrence moment
I was a scholarship student at Lawrence. Toward the 
end of my sophomore year I was in a situation where I 
couldn’t pay what I owed Lawrence (even though most of 
it was covered by the scholarship). I faced the very real 
prospect of having to drop out. At that time, a couple 
of my professors, along with a couple members of the 
Abir Sen ’97
CEO, Gravie, Inc.
Member, Lawrence University 
Board of Trustees
Major: Economics
administration, came to the rescue. They helped me  
work out a plan that kept me in school. 
An education is about a lot more than just learning 
what’s in the books. It’s about learning how to be  
a good human being. That moment in my sophomore  
year will always stand out as the defining moment  
in my education. 
How Lawrence was life changing
I came from Bombay (now Mumbai), a city of 16 million 
people, 8,000 miles away, to a town I had never visited, 
in a state I had only vaguely heard of, in a country that  
I had been to once before—for a week. So my experience 
at Lawrence was life-changing even before it began!
But in all seriousness, I can draw a very straight line 
from my life today to my time at Lawrence. I met my wife 
at Lawrence and got my first job (at Deloitte Consulting) 
from an on-campus interview; that first job set me up to 
launch my first company, and so on. I think my life would 
be very different if I had gone to another school, so yes, 
Lawrence was certainly life-changing for me.
Professors who had an impact
Professors Adenwalla (government), Azzi (economics) and 
Dreher (philosophy) have literally shaped the way I think. 
I enjoy keeping in touch with them.
Advice for today’s students
I have three pieces of advice:
•  Don’t be afraid to ask the obvious questions. More 
often than not, the “expert” does not know much more 
than you.
•  Follow a no-jerk policy in life. Don’t work for jerks, don’t 
hire jerks and don’t be friends with jerks. Your life will 
be a lot more pleasant. 
•  If your “gut” tells you to do (or not do) something, 
listen to it! There hasn’t been a single time in my life 
where I have followed my gut and regretted it (but 
plenty of times when I haven’t and have). s
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ALUMNI TODAY
44
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 19–22, 2014
Marilyn Schoenig Perry and Robert M. 
Perry ’42, Fort Myers, Fla., recently 
celebrated their 69th anniversary and 
Peg’s 91st birthday. 
48
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 19–22, 2014
Ruth Anderson Wacholtz, Reedsburg, 
Wis., was honored in May 2013 with 
formal proclamations by state and 
local representatives commemorating 
her 46 years of teaching music in the 
Reedsburg School District and for 
her numerous community volunteer 
activities. 
55
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 19–22, 2014
Rosemary Freeman Lehman, 
Stoughton, Wis., is a co-author of 
three books on online teaching 
and learning (see page 41). She 
regularly presents workshops and 
presentations on topics covered in the 
books.
58
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 19–22, 2014
Mary Potter Ackermann, Glendale, Wis., 
is a docent at the Milwaukee Art Museum 
and enjoys attending outdoor art shows 
with her husband. 
Craig E. Castle and Kathryn Flippo 
Castle ’60, Princeton, Wis., live on 
a 160-acre Marquette County farm 
with their black Labradors, ducks, 
geese, pheasants, sandhill cranes, 
wild turkeys, deer, coyotes and an 
occasional black bear or wolf. Their 
property includes 15 acres of restored 
prairie, tall grass and wildflowers.
These notes include items that have been submitted for publication to Lawrence, Voyager or a class secretary before January 23, 2014.
Mary Severson Lewis, Marietta, Ga., 
recently attended a wolf howl in 
Algonquin Provincial Park in Ontario, 
Canada, with her husband Raymond. 
More than 1,300 people from all over 
the globe listened as a park ranger 
made a wolf-like howl, which was 
followed by a returning howl and the 
yipping of young pups.
John W. Moore, Amherst, Mass., 
enjoys trout fishing in Montana. 
William L. Swearingen, Sr., Addison, 
Texas, traveled to Germany for 14 
days and also spent time in Vail, Colo., 
Rochester, Minn., and Nashville, Tenn. 
He enjoys spending time with his 
seven grandchildren. 
63
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 19–22, 2014
Don C. Steiner, Greensboro, N.C., is 
enjoying retirement. After graduation 
he spent two years teaching in 
Chicago followed by service in the 
U.S. Army, including Officer Candidate 
School. He spent a year in Vietnam as 
an infantry rifle platoon leader.
70
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2015
Robert Janes, Canmore, Alberta, 
Canada, received an honorary Doctor 
of Laws last June from Western 
University in London, Ontario, Canada. 
One of Canada’s leading museologists, 
Janes is the editor-in-chief of the 
International Journal of Museum 
Management and Curatorship, a 
visiting research fellow at the School 
of Museum Studies at the University 
of Leicester (UK), an adjunct professor 
of archaeology at the University of 
Calgary and the former president and 
CEO of the Glenbow Museum. He is 
also the chair of the board of directors 
of the Biosphere Institute of the Bow 
Valley, an NGO committed to the 
ecological integrity of the mountain 
region where he lives.
71
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2015
Stephen F. Anderson, Flower Mound, 
Texas, retired after a 40-year career 
as an electrical engineer with Hewlett 
Packard. He recently reconstructed 
and restored a century-old pipe organ 
for his church and plans to construct 
a rank of pipes for the organ in the 
near future. 
Steve Bartell, Greenback, Tenn., is 
a private consultant working on 
integrated global socioeconomic-
ecological models to assess 
sustainability of multinational 
corporations and the risk of human 
extinction.
72
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2018
Marte Brengle, Burbank, Calif., is a 
first-time grandmother, welcoming 
granddaughter Evelyn last August.
77
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2017
Sally J. March, London, England, is 
director of Drummond March & Co. 
She recently received a compliance 
and ethics award from the Society for 
Corporate Compliance and Ethics. 
78
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2018
Michael L. Sterling, Virginia Beach, Va., 
is a partner in Vandeventer Black. He 
was part of the winning team before 
the United States Supreme Court on 
the important issue of enforcing forum 
selection clauses in contracts.
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79
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2019
LinaBeth Barber, Portland, Ore., and 
her husband, John, recently sold 
their house and are living in Montone, 
Umbria, Italy.
83
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 19–22, 2014
Joshua L. Gimbel, Milwaukee, Wis., is 
an attorney with Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin 
and Brown LLP. Gimbel’s practice 
focuses on commercial and corporate 
litigation, as well as land use and 
zoning, real estate and municipal law. 
He also represents developers and 
individuals in special- and conditional-
use permit approvals, zoning changes, 
and developer agreement negotiations. 
James A. Skochdopole, Dallas, Texas, 
was named to The Best Lawyers in 
America 2014.
87
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2017
Susan M. Crawford, Madison, Wis., 
has become a partner in the firm 
Cullen Weston Pines & Bach. Her 
practice focuses on civil litigation 
and regulatory proceedings in the 
areas of energy and utilities, and 
environmental, constitutional, labor 
and political law. 
88
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2017
John S. Day, Brooklyn, N.Y., recently 
celebrated 20 years of service with 
AIG. Recent travel includes trips to 
China, the United Kingdom and Ireland.
94
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2015
Kathleen Metzger Newmyer, Mosca, 
Colo., teaches music at Center 
Consolidated School District. Last year 
she completed the online component 
of a Master of Music Education at 
Adams State University in Alamosa. 
She performed a graduate recital on 
oboe and was accompanied by her 
mother, Margery Metzger ’67. In June 
she attended the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra Summer Academy with her 
father, Philip Metzger ’66.
95
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2015
Dorothy Rodger Collins, Virginia Beach, 
Va., is working on a master's degree 
at Old Dominion University. 
2000
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2016
Cara M. Helmke, Napa, Calif., earned 
a certificate in wine business 
management from Sonoma State 
University’s Wine Business Institute 
in July 2013.
2001
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2016
Janine S. Larsen, Copenhagen, 
Denmark, earned a Master of Music 
in music education from Boston 
University in 2012. 
2002
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2016
Anneliese M. DeDiemar, Washington, 
D.C., is director of marketing and 
communications at Imagination 
Stage, a multidisciplinary theatre 
arts organization for young people. 
Previously she worked for Woolly 
Mammoth Theatre Company and in 
Chicago for Emerald City Theatre 
Company and the Chicago Office of 
Tourism and Culture.
Danica E. Dralus, Menlo Park, Calif., 
received a Ph.D. in geophysics at 
Stanford University and works as 
a postdoc in the Stanford geology 
department.
2003
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2019
Sarah Vander Kelen Schwarten,  
Green Bay, Wis., is director of 
strategic planning at Associated Bank. 
She received an MBA in 2013. She 
is on the board of directors for the 
March of Dimes–North Division. 
Gustavo A. Setrini, Somerville, Mass., 
is an assistant professor of food 
studies at New York University. He 
received a Ph.D. in political science 
at MIT in 2011.
2004
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 19–22, 2014
Anne Hyde Crites, Springfield, Mo., is 
a regional manager at Girl Scouts of 
the Missouri Heartland.
Edward D. Oldham, Fredericksburg, Va., 
is an assistant professor of chemistry 
at University of Mary Washington in 
Fredericksburg, Va.
Karina S. Zeier, Appleton, Wis., works 
part time at the Fox Cities Performing 
Arts Center. Her blog, Chronic Traveler, 
focuses on traveling with fibromyalgia. 
Her travels have taken her to Canada, 
Iceland, Greenland, the Faroe Islands, 
Europe and Latin America. Once a 
year she travels to northern Thailand 
to teach English to the Karen people, 
a hill-tribe people near the border with 
Myanmar. 
2005
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2015
Lily Walters Dias Bellevue, Wash., is a 
business owner for global call-center 
systems at Expedia Travel. Frederico 
P. Dias is a CPA tax senior at Peterson 
Sullivan.
2006
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2016
James B. Hall, Brooklyn, N.Y., is a 
trombonist/composer with the James 
Hall Thousand Rooms Quartet. He 
recently released Soon We Will Not Be 
Here, his debut CD as a composer/
bandleader. Matthew Vitti ’06 also 
performed on the CD as a baritone 
vocalist. The body of work sets 
contemporary NYC-area poetry to 
third-stream chamber music. Hall is 
also a member of the Williamsburg 
Salsa Orchestra, which was named to 
the Rolling Stone’s “Latin Hot List” of 
2013. 
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Magdalena Miskowicz, Wheeling, Ill., 
is an instructional technology 
coordinator at Saint Viator High 
School in Arlington Heights, Ill.  
She received an M.A. in educational 
technology from Concordia University–
River Forest in 2012.
2007
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2017
Kristin Workenaour Nyren, Ixonia, Wis., 
is a veterinarian at Animal Doctor in 
Muskego, Wis. She graduated from 
UW–Madison School of Veterinary 
Medicine in May 2013. 
2008
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 19–22, 2014
Emily Gonzalez recently received a 
Master of Library and Information 
Science in archives management 
and a Master of Art in history from 
Simmons College.
Kate E. Hatlak, Chicago, Ill, is 
an evaluation specialist with the 
University of Chicago Medicine 
Education Programs.
Emily K. Meranda, Ashtabula, Ohio, 
completed a master’s degree in 
applied drama from the Royal Central 
School of Speech and Drama in 
London, England. While in London she 
taught at Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 
Girls Academy and was assistant 
director of the devised projects unit 
on the B.A. drama education course, 
which included a 10-day performance 
residency at the historic Minack 
Theater in Porthcurno, Cornwall. Her 
master’s thesis investigates the 
relationship between critical pedagogy 
and artistic citizenship.
Christopher W. Wright, Seattle, 
Wash., entered into a dual-degree 
program in autumn 2013 at the 
University of Washington pursuing a 
Master of Public Administration at the 
Evans School of Public Affairs and a 
Master of Arts at Jackson School of 
International Studies. Prior to going 
back to school, he worked at the 
Seattle YMCA, Central Washington 
University in Ellensburg, Wash., and 
Heartland Alliance in Chicago, Ill.
2011
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2017
Caitlin A. Fish, Reedsburg, Wis., is 
attending the University of Wisconsin 
Law School.
Megan J. Luedtke, Appleton, Wis., 
is attending UW–Oshkosh to obtain 
licensure and a Master of Education 
in special education with an emphasis 
in cognitive disabilities.
2012
NEXT REUNION: JUNE 2017
Margaret H. Schmidt, Concord, N.H., 
is pursuing a Juris Doctorate at the 
University of New Hampshire School 
of Law in Concord and a Master of 
Public Health at the University of 
New Hampshire Graduate School 
Manchester Campus. She was a 
student legal intern this past summer at 
Have Justice–Will Travel in Vershire, Vt.
BIRTHS AND ADOPTIONS
Patrick W. Schultz ’84 and Michelle,  
a son, Matthias J., July 31, 2012
Laura A. Wake-Wiesner ’91 and David 
Wiesner, Wauwatosa, Wis., a daughter, 
Meg Ivy, August 26, 2013
Dorothy Rodger Collins ’95 and Jim 
Surrena, Virginia Beach, Va., a son, 
Ernest Fessenden, July 15, 2013
Katherine Fritzsche Lemery ’98 and 
Steven, Rockville, Md., a daughter, 
Rebecca Manon, August 29, 2013
Andi Raabe Stelpflug ’00 and Jeff, 
Big Bend, Wis., a daughter, Brooke 
MaryEllen, September 28, 2013
Erika Rence Fitzgerald ’00 and Matt, 
Portland, Ore., a daughter, Madeline 
Grace, June 26, 2013
Janine Slaga Larsen ’01 and Anders, 
Copenhagen, Denmark, a son, Trent 
Slaga, November 1, 2013
Darran White Tilghman ’01 and 
Benjamin ’99, Appleton, Wis., a 
daughter, Lucy, September 7, 2013
Thomas C. Conti ’02 and Anne, 
Monona, Wis., a daughter, Claire Marie, 
September 28, 2013
Sarah Slivinski Hanson ’03 and  
Bjorn ’00, Centennial, Colo., a son, 
Torsten Bjorn, June 22, 2013
Stacy Anderson DeCaro ’04 and  
James ’06, a son, Thaddeus,  
February 17, 2013
Wenjie Chen ’04 and Chaitan Kansal,  
a daughter, Maya, November 19, 2012
Larissa Forde Dreyer ’04 and Kevin ’04, 
Quechee, Vt., a son, Emmett Patrick, 
August 8, 2012
Anne Hyde Crites ’04 and Will, a son, 
Jacob Thomas, March 10, 2013
Nicole Kocken Beck ’04 and Paul ’04, 
Appleton, Wis., a son, Pierce Walter, 
March 12, 2013
Erica L. Marshall ’04, Chicago, Ill.,  
a son, Sydney Tristan, September 17, 
2013
Sarah Matthews Jacobs ’04 and  
Trent ’03, a daughter, Cirenya Nicole, 
October 4, 2012
Zachary R. Michael ’04 and Kayla, a 
son, Shawn, May 29, 2012
Jessica Moser Sinnott ’04 and 
Matthew, Downers Grove, Ill., a 
daughter, Olivia Skylar, May 20, 2013
Anahita C. Pajuhesh ’04 and Keshav A. 
Joshi ’04, Mount Vernon, Maine, a son, 
Jehaan, November 9, 2013
Rebecca Passick Mann ’04 and 
Benjamin ’04, Lombard, Ill., a daughter, 
Ariana, March 19, 2013
Emily L. Sportsman ’04 and David P. 
Schultz ’04, Dexter, Mich., a daughter, 
Elinor, March 29, 2012
Dana Thuecks Jerabek ’04 and David, 
a daughter, Liesl, April 25, 2012
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Emily C. Zempel Roberts ’04 and 
Jonathon M. Roberts ’05, Bronx, N.Y., a 
son, Walter Kermit, November 1, 2013
Evelyn Kalas Okimoto ’05 and Kit ’04, 
Waianae, Hawaii, a son, Rhys Matthew, 
November 28, 2013
Lily Walters Dias ’05 and Frederico ’05, 
Bellevue, Wash., a son, Tiago Francisco, 
February 5, 2013
Casey J. Bennett ’06 and Amber, 
Orfordville, Wis., a daughter, Brianna 
Mae, June 27, 2012
Laura Miller Husky ’07 and Blake, 
Spring, Texas, a son, Blake, July 19, 
2012
Sarah Welch Hackett ’07 and  
Matthew ’05, Madison, Wis., a 
daughter, Lydia Beatrice, July 12, 2013
Jennifer Klenke Dansand ’08 and  
Jay ’08, a daughter, Natalie,  
November 21, 2012
Ashlee Thatcher Prochnow ’08, 
Neenah, Wis., a son, Jac Thomas,  
May 28, 2013
Adam T. Brand ’09 and Danielle, 
Appleton, Wis., a son, Maverick, 
November 18, 2013
Sarah L. Vincent ’09 and Jipson, a son, 
Joel, April 5, 2012
Chelsea Biba Peeters ’11 and Alex, 
Custer, Wis., a son, Aiden Matthew, 
August 13, 2013
MARRIAGES AND UNIONS
Douglas M. Brown ’64 and Sharon 
Brown, Greensboro, N.C., May 17, 2013
Katherine Freund ’82 and  
Charles Cassidy, Wellesley, Mass.,  
July 13, 2013
Thomas R. Quill ’82 and J. Albert 
Guillama, Los Angeles, Calif.,  
August 15, 2013
John C. White ’84 and Heidi White, 
Comstock, Wis., August 11, 2012
Kathryn Blickensderfer Venezia ’86 
and Dan Venezia, Rhinelander, Wis., 
November 12, 2013
Patricia A. Stevenson ’87 and Kurtis 
L. Trede ’86, Chicago, Ill., August 12, 
2013
John S. Day ’88 and Julie Broderick, 
Brooklyn, N.Y., October 12, 2013
Joanna Messer Jordan ’01 and Thomas 
Jordan, Madison, Wis., August 17, 2013
Danica E. Dralus ’02 and Stuart 
V. Schmitt ’01, Redwood City, Calif., 
December 28, 2012
John D. Gale ’03 and Autumn Quinn, 
Redwood City, Calif., May 18, 2013
Meadow J. Brennan ’04 and Matthew 
Kerr, Boston, Mass., December 31, 
2012
Caroline Holmes Dunn ’04 and David 
Dunn, April 20, 2013
Jesse Belcher Guillen ’04 and Natalie 
Guillen, Santa Fe, N.M., June 11, 2013
Ashley Stanton Parker ’04 and 
Benjamin Parker, Washington, D.C., 
August 31, 2013
Lauren A. Semivan ’04 and Lorne 
Carroll, Royal Oak, Mich., August 10, 
2013
Elizabeth C. Spoden ’05 and Marc 
Lennon, Jamestown, R.I., October 6, 
2013
Danielle Lawrence Broas ’06 and 
Andrew Broas, Beaverton, Ore., June 
28, 2013
Erik A. Ozolins ’07 and Robert House, 
Denver, Colo., May 1, 2013
Gabrielle Prouty Stratton ’07 and Reid 
William Stratton ’07, Ann Arbor, Mich., 
January 29, 2013
David N. Abeling-Judge ’08 and  
Lauren Abeling-Judge, Allston, Mass.,  
October 4, 2013
Carolyn Prochniak Castonguay ’08  
and Nick Castonguay, Milwaukee, Wis., 
July 6, 2013
Kristena Easter Downing ’08 and 
Patrick G. Downing, Davenport, Iowa, 
September 29, 2012
Anna Seuchting Jacobson ’08 and 
Evan G. Jacobson ’08, Chicago, Ill., 
June 16, 2012
Gina Loverde Prokop ’08 and Chris 
Prokop, June 24, 2012
Beth J. Rubin ’08 and  
William H. Dowd ’08, Seattle, Wash., 
August 11, 2013
Julianne Eggum Spencer ’08 and 
Jerrald Spencer, August 18, 2012
Adam T. Brand ’09 and Danielle Brand, 
Appleton, Wis., August 25, 2012
Theodore J. Greeley ’09 and  
Erika Thiede, September 22, 2012
Audra Voga Hazelberg ’09 and  
Clayton Hazelberg, August 25, 2012
Zachary R. Olson ’09 and Laura Olson, 
June 16, 2012
Elise R. Pfaltzgraff ’09 and Jason 
Metcalf, Antioch, Tenn., September 7, 
2013
Leslie A. Sinak Shea ’09 and Adam 
Shea, Madison, Wis., August 11, 2012
Yangqing Xu ’09 and Jian Pan, 
Wilmette, Ill., June 30, 2012
Alice M. Baker ’10 and Jake Kline, 
Iowa City, Iowa, June 17, 2012
Sara Wallsworth Beck ’10 and  
Florian Beck, Wannweil, Germany, 
September 14, 2013
Bradley J. Camp ’10 and Mary Camp, 
June 8, 2013
John K. Dekker ’10 and Annie Dekker, 
Sheboygan, Wis., August 17, 2013
Carolyn Armstrong Desrosiers ’10 and 
Skander Desrosiers, Appleton, Wis., 
June 7, 2013
Continued on next page
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Margaret J. Rhatican ’10 and  
Ryan Rogers, Lynn Haven, Fla.,  
August 2, 2013
Kelsey Gray Bettridge ’11 and  
John T. Bettridge ’10, Baltimore, Md., 
June 15, 2013
DECEASED ALUMNI
30s
Marion Weigler Langlais ’31,  
Menasha, Wis, September 13, 2013. 
Katherine Pierick Williams M-D’33, 
Marinette, Wis., July 16, 2013. 
Kathleen Stewart Green ’34, 
Whitewater, Wis., November 20, 2013. 
Rosemary Marx Erickson ’36, 
Appleton, Wis., December 14, 2013. 
Eudora L. Beadle ’37,  
September 17, 2013. 
Maxine Goeres Kellogg ’37, 
Cornucopia, Wis., July 6, 2013. 
Ethel Helmer Riester ’37, Santa Rosa, 
Calif., June 7, 2013. Survivors include  
a son, Jeffrey D. Riester ’70; a 
daughter-in-law, Jone Bocher Riester 
’72; and a sister, Catherine Helmer 
Bemis ’41.
Lucile Dhein Schaper M-D’37,  
New Berlin, Wis., November 18, 2013. 
Claribel Danielson Lutes ’38, 
Bloomington, Minn., May 25, 2013. 
Genevieve Gamsky Wettengel ’38, 
Appleton, Wis., December 14, 2013. 
Survivors include a son, Peter J. 
Vollmer ’75. 
Elizabeth Kleiner Rowe ’39,  
Eau Claire, Wis., May 31, 2013. 
40s
Ruth Gitzel M-D’40, Milwaukee, Wis., 
April 28, 2013. 
Maureen May Moll ’40, Essex Junction, 
Vt., October 8, 2013. 
Virginia Carbis Walker M-D’40, 
Bellingham, Wash., November 30, 2013. 
Mary Ann Hubbuch Morrison M-D’41, 
Crossville, Tenn., April 16, 2013. 
Elsa Gottlieb Wolen M-D’41, Shaker 
Heights, Ohio, July 23, 2013. 
Arthur C. Dallman ’42, Milwaukee, Wis., 
August 10, 2013. 
Lawrence J. Ernst ’42, Benton Harbor, 
Mich., October 24, 2013. 
Paul G. Hayden ’42, Grafton, Wis., 
August 24, 2013. 
Shirley Bratt Levin M-D’42, Pompano 
Beach, Fla., July 19, 2013. 
Rose Hunt Pickford M-D’42, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, June 12, 2013. 
Marjorie Daniels DeVey M-D’43, 
Richardson, Texas, June 8, 2013. 
Virginia Grist Farr ’43, Ashland, Ore., 
May 1, 2013. Survivors include a 
brother, F. James Grist ’50; a sister,  
G. Louise Grist Gray ’51; and a sister-
in-law, Mary Lamers Grist ’50. 
Mary Galpin Porter ’43,  
Sunnyvale, Calif., May 4, 2013. 
Elaine Lyon Smith ’43,  
West Bend, Wis., October 7, 2012. 
Dorothy Peterson Walker ’43,  
Kenosha, Wis., July 12, 2013. 
Frances Lattin Brocker ’44,  
Pentwater, Mich., April 18, 2013. 
Arthur L. Eberlein ’44, Wausau, Wis., 
December 7, 2013. 
Jean Gilinsky Nemschoff M-D’44, 
Sheboygan, Wis., December 25, 2013. 
Beverly MacBride Swanson ’44, 
Naples, Fla., July 8, 2013. 
William F. Wilke ’44, Aspinwall, Pa., 
August 18, 2013. 
Betty Bannon Babb ’45, Gwinn, Mich., 
November 11, 2013. 
Betty Van Gorp Bradley ’45,  
Wausau, Wis., September 12, 2013. 
Joyce Daniels Hendrix ’45, Roswell, Ga., 
December 21, 2013. Survivors include 
a daughter, Linda Hendrix Fama ’76. 
Ruth Bateman, associate professor emerita of physical education at 
Lawrence University, passed away Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2013, in Hot Springs, 
Ark. She was 89.
A native of Providence, Rhode Island, Bateman spent 34 
years on the Lawrence faculty (1953–87), retiring as 
chair of the physical education department. She was 
awarded an honorary Master of Arts degree at the 1987 
commencement ceremony.
Bateman coached the women’s track team in its early 
stages as a varsity sport, as well as the women’s field 
hockey team. She also served as assistant director of the 
Buchanan Kiewit Recreation Center when it opened in 1986. 
With the emergence of varsity intercollegiate sports for women, 
Bateman was instrumental in creating the organization Women In 
Support of Athletics at Lawrence and created its acronym, WISAL. She also 
spearheaded numerous student and faculty ski trips.
After she retired, Lawrence established the Ruth Bateman Award in her honor, 
which annually recognizes excellence in scholarship, athletic ability and 
leadership by a woman athlete.
ALUMNI TODAY
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Margaret Robinson Lobingier ’45, 
Bristol, R.I., December 18, 2013. 
Survivors include a cousin, Richard F. 
Herndon ’79. 
Catherine Powers Beckmann M-D’46, 
New Berlin, Wis., October 24, 2013. 
Edythe Klug Behrens M-D’46, Rapid 
City, S.D., November 22, 2013. 
Ada Ruth Emde Dogger M-D’46,  
Gore, Va., September 22, 2013. 
Myrna Steffen Eisentraut ’46, 
Sheboygan Falls, Wis., August 24, 
2013. Survivors include a cousin, 
Nancy Haley Haring M-D’58. 
June Elsner Kagin M-D’46,  
Warsaw, Ind., November 24, 2013. 
Donald E. Lindblom ’46,  
Eden Prairie, Minn., August 10, 2013. 
Germaine Romenesko St. Arnold 
M-D’46, November 4, 2013. 
Margaret Wood Coddington ’47, 
Waverly, Iowa, July 30, 2013.  
Survivors include a daughter,  
Elizabeth Coddington Norton ’75. 
Duaine M. Discher ’47, Rancho 
Cucamonga, Calif., December 8, 2012. 
Raymond W. Gasbarre ’47,  
June 5, 2013. 
Janet Playman Koletzke ’47,  
Madison, Wis., July 15, 2013. 
George C. Krueger ’47, Waupaca, Wis., 
October 10, 2013. Survivors include 
daughters Elizabeth Krueger  
Mancosky ’75 and Sarah Krueger ’70; 
and a granddaughter, Amanda P. 
Williams ’01.
Earl C. Remen ’47, May 26, 2013. 
Janet Benn Rifleman ’47,  
Stevens Point, Wis., June 9, 2013. 
Margaret McLean Stover ’47, Litchfield, 
Conn., July 21, 2013. Survivors include 
cousins Hugh H. McLean ’80 and 
Christopher R. McLean ’83. 
Kenneth Bahnson ’48, Eau Claire, Wis., 
November 8, 2013. 
Russell H. Beck ’48, Appleton, Wis., 
September 4, 2013. 
Julian B. Jorgenson ’48, Four Seasons, 
Mo., October 10, 2012. Survivors 
include a daughter, Gayle Jorgenson 
Elfast ’69. 
Ellen Dickinson McTammany ’48, 
January 2, 2014. 
Jean Meredith Taylor ’48,  
Fairmont, W.Va., August 6, 2013. 
Betty Ren Wright Frederiksen M-D’49, 
Kenosha, Wis., December 31, 2013. 
Arthur J. Freeman ’49, December 4, 
2013. Survivors include a sister, 
Rosemary Freeman Lehman ’55; a 
brother, Ralph E. Freeman ’56; and a 
sister-in-law, Marillyn Warner Freeman ’57.
Shirley Gregor Kreiman ’49,  
Marina Del Rey, Calif., July 11, 2013. 
George N. Larsen ’49, Sister Bay, Wis., 
August 12, 2013. Survivors include his 
wife, Barbara Donahue Larsen ’49. 
Walter E. Lund ’49, Bellingham, Wash., 
April 30, 2013. Survivors include his 
wife, Jane Herren Lund ’48. 
Merritt W. Olson ’49, Reston, Va., 
September 24, 2013. Survivors include 
a cousin, Donald S. Litzer ’80. 
Ellen Weiss Speicher M-D’49,  
Sun City West, Ariz., August 9, 2013. 
50s
Lois Lytle Elliott M-D’50, Marion, Ind., 
December 18, 2013. 
Lawrence J. Futchik ’50, Naples, Fla., 
March 23, 2013. 
Vernon R. Haack ’50, Surprise, Ariz., 
April 26, 2013. Survivors include his 
wife, Virginia Moulton Haack ’50. 
Barbara Morris MacNaughton ’50, 
Green Bay, Wis., September 3, 2013. 
Survivors include a niece, Bonnie M. 
Morris ’72. 
Robert H. Seering ’50, Green Bay, Wis., 
October 8, 2013. 
Faith Wallensak Valenti M-D’50,  
St. Francis, Wis., April 1, 2013. 
Dale R. Barnard ’51, Reedsville, Wis., 
June 21, 2013. 
Marian E. Gallaher ’51, May 7, 2013. 
Jean Fellows Kafura ’51, Gresham, Wis., 
November 21, 2013. Survivors include a 
son, John F. Kafura ’70. 
Warren J. Lee ’51, Escanaba, Mich., 
August 16, 2013. 
Norval J. Smits ’51, De Pere, Wis., 
August 14, 2013. Survivors include a 
granddaughter, Jennifer E. Larsen ’12. 
Longtime Lawrence University art department instructor 
Alice King Case died Dec. 16 at St. Elizabeth Hospital in 
Appleton following a brief illness. She was 76.
An accomplished artist who specialized in drawing, 
collage and abstract painting, Case joined the 
Lawrence art department in 1980 after teaching art 
classes in suburban Chicago for 21 years. Through her 
initiative and insistence, Lawrence introduced computer-
assisted art courses to the department curriculum in 1987.
In addition to teaching, she directed Lawrence’s art education program, 
supervising the certification of nearly 50 future art teachers before retiring 
in 2000. She remained in Appleton in retirement and continued to teach an 
occasional figure drawing class or tutorial for another four years. Upon her 
retirement, Case said Lawrence had “changed her life. It was the best thing 
that ever happened to me.”
Continued on next page
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Cathryn Masterson Weinfurter ’51, 
Sheboygan, Wis., September 7, 2013. 
Survivors include a son, Hans J. 
Weinfurter ’89, and a niece, Heidi 
Nielsen Folks ’81. 
Kenneth F. Anderson ’52,  
Neenah, Wis., October 15, 2013. 
Albert H. Doepker ’52, Seymour, Wis., 
June 5, 2013. 
Vera Hickey Mayer M-D’52, Manitowoc, 
Wis., December 30, 2013. Survivors 
include a son, Marc R. Mayer ’83, and 
a daughter, Lisa S. Mayer ’87. 
Carole Agnew Brandt ’53,  
Madison, Wis., June 16, 2013. 
Margaret Johnston Carlson ’53,  
Mill Valley, Calif., June 15, 2013. 
Kenneth Harnish ’53, Groveland, Calif., 
November 23, 2013. Survivors include 
his wife, Marilyn Donohue Harnish ’53. 
Priscilla Wright Hausmann ’53,  
West Bend, Wis., August 19, 2013. 
Survivors include a a son, Todd W. 
Hausmann ’85, and a granddaughter, 
Elizabeth W. Nerland ’10. 
Lisette Reckitt Kautzmann M-D’53, 
Sheboygan, Wis., October 11, 2013. 
Mary Starks Matz ’53, Boulder, Colo., 
July 1, 2013. 
Donald B. Ruppin ’53, Four Seasons, 
Mo., August 16, 2013. Survivors 
include his wife, Virginia MacFarlane 
Ruppin ’54. 
Robert G. Schultz ’53,  
October 24, 2013. 
John H. Wilterding ’53, November 21, 
2013. Survivors include a sister, 
Gretchen Wilterding Maring ’52; a 
brother, Mark A. Wilterding ’67; a 
sister-in-law, Susan Frinak Wilterding 
’65; a niece, Martha Davis Pohl ’75; 
nephews Robert C. Davis ’74 and 
Colburn T. Davis ’77; an aunt, Ruth 
Taylor Colburn ’38; and cousins R. 
Marshall Colburn ’62, Martha Colburn 
Rasmus ’67 and Elizabeth A. Kurten ’92.
Joanne Ripple Connelly ’54,  
Appleton, Wis., September 13, 2013. 
Survivors include her husband, Charles 
F. Connelly ’52. 
Charles A. Kubitz ’54, Hilton Head 
Island, S.C., November 17, 2013. 
Survivors include a cousin, Betty 
Hoffman Vosper ’47. 
Nancy Campbell Kwok ’54,  
Honolulu, Hawaii, May 25, 2013. 
Virginia Anderson Palansky ’54, 
Downers Grove, Ill., January 16, 2014. 
John G. Clay ’55, Crystal Falls, Mich., 
May 31, 2013. 
Richard G. Elwell ’55, Gainesville, Ga., 
August 4, 2013. 
Thomas S. Frank ’55, Chittenango, N.Y., 
December 24, 2013. 
G. Jack Gevaart ’55, Janesville, Wis., 
September 23, 2013. Survivors include 
his wife, Carol Clossay Gevaart ’58. 
Barbara Frederickson Grummel M-D’55, 
Milwaukee, Wis., October 27, 2013. 
Jacqueline Cox Hooper M-D’55, 
Edgerton, Wis., May 4, 2013. 
Robert P. Boeye ’56,  
Cathedral City, Calif., November 6, 
2013. Survivors include his wife,  
Ellen Barber Boeye ’56, and a daughter, 
Cynthia Boeye McGinnis ’81. 
Barbara McDonald Lang ’56,  
Naples, Fla., June 4, 2012. 
Robert L. Meyer ’56, Tomahawk, Wis., 
October 11, 2013. 
Mary Bissell Turner ’57, Naples, Fla., 
July 8, 2013. Survivors include a 
brother, Walter H. Bissell ’54, and a 
nephew, Jeffrey W. Bissell ’82. 
Darlene Brown McGaugh M-D’58,  
Gulf Breeze, Fla., September 4, 2013. 
Annie-Lorie Walz Renner M-D’58, 
Markesan, Wis., August 12, 2013. 
One of Lawrence University’s most beloved teachers and, with 61 years, the 
longest-serving faculty member in the college’s history, Professor Emeritus of 
German Dorrit Friedlander died on Nov. 14 at her Appleton home. She was 88.
Friedlander joined the faculty in 1951 for what was supposed 
to be a one-year appointment, and never left. She 
taught both German and Spanish for her first seven 
years before focusing solely on her primary passion, 
German. Although she officially retired in 1993, she 
continued to teach at least one course each year up 
through the fall of 2012.
Her teaching prowess was honored in 1980 when 
she was recognized with Lawrence’s Excellent Teaching 
Award. In presenting her the award, then-President 
Richard Warch praised Friedlander for her “commitment to 
teaching and devotion to the university, qualities that make Lawrence a place 
of distinction.”
Friedlander’s love of teaching extended beyond the campus borders as well. 
She was instrumental in establishing Lawrence’s first foreign-language study 
program in 1967, a venture in Bönnigheim, Germany, and was a frequent 
and popular director of the college’s study-abroad programs in Eningen and 
Munich, Germany.
She diligently supported her students outside of the classroom as well, often 
attending their recitals, theatre performances and art exhibitions.
During her life, Freidlander’s genuine affection for people helped her cultivate 
a large and very diverse group of friends from around the world and from all 
walks of life.
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Thomas F. Holler ’59, Manitowoc, Wis., 
October 9, 2013. 
60s
Neil G. Smith ’60, Paris, France, 
October 1, 2013. 
Arvalyn Bremer Van Etten ’60, Ames, 
Iowa, November 11, 2013. 
Robert R. McConnell ’62, Senneville, 
Quebec, Canada, March 19, 2013. 
Harry G. Demorest ’64, La Pointe, Wis., 
March 11, 2013. 
Judith Jahnke Gildemeister M-D’64, 
Sharon, Wis., August 12, 2013. 
Janet Lesar Lillyblad M-D’64, Apple 
Valley, Minn., January 18, 2013. 
John D. Promer ’64, Birmingham, Ala., 
June 5, 2013. 
Richard J. Ricard ’64, Washington, D.C., 
June 7, 2013. 
Robert C. Duncan ’65, Concord, Mass., 
October 21, 2013. Survivors include 
his wife, Lucinda Steven Duncan ’66; a 
son, Roger S. Duncan ’94; a brother-in-
law, William S. Stout ’62; and a sister-
in-law, Sara Steven Stout ’63. 
Marilyn Fox Morel ’65, Schaumburg, Ill., 
April 13, 2013. 
Alexander M. Spater ’65, Granville, 
Ohio, September 8, 2013. 
Susan E. Michel ’66, Chicago, Ill., 
October 24, 2013. 
Mary Matchuk Elling ’68, Kent, Conn., 
June 13, 2013. 
Pamela Richardson Ippoliti ’69, 
Evanston, Ill., August 12, 2013. 
Michael J. Kissinger ’69, Kiel, Wis., 
December 3, 2013. 
70s
Judy Schwaemle ’71, Madison, Wis., 
November 19, 2013. Survivors include 
her husband, Jacob G. Stockinger ’68. 
Charles M. Ego ’72, Mequon, Wis., 
October 28, 2013. Survivors include 
his wife, Marlene Karides Ego ’72, and 
a daughter, Tiffany Ego Jacobsen ’00. 
Susan E. Noffke ’72, Urbana, Ill., June 
1, 2013. Survivors include her husband, 
Robert E. Wickesberg ’72. 
Julie B. Sedgwick ’74, Madison, Wis., 
June 9, 2013. 
Court H. Bentley ’75, February 1, 
2013. Survivors include his wife, Maud 
Hardacker Bentley ’78; a brother-in-law, 
Andrew M. Hardacker ’73; and a niece, 
Erin Hardacker ’98.
Mark Grote ’75, Marshall, Wis., 
February 9, 2013.
Kaye Louise Stiff ’76, Lakewood, Colo., 
November 22, 2013.
Steven F. DelNero ’77, Las Vegas, Nev., 
May 4, 2013. 
Jean E. Halligan ’77, Stillwater, Minn., 
June 18, 2013. 
Ann E. Koopman ’77, Broomall, Pa., 
December 20, 2013. Survivors include 
a brother, William W. Koopman ’79. 
Steven L. Wilson ’78, Kaukauna, Wis., 
June 3, 2013. Survivors include a 
brother, Stanley L. Wilson ’78. 
Patricia Anderson ’79, Savannah, Ga., 
September 9, 2013. 
80s
Peter J. Shaheen ’84, Madison, Wis., 
July 22, 2012. 
Douglas J. Allen ’86, Stillwater, Minn., 
August 25, 2013. 
90s
Rebecca Skraba ’91, Rochester, Minn., 
November 21, 2013.
Dawn M. Pierce ’93, Las Vegas, Nev., 
August 20, 2013. Survivors include a 
sister, Michelle Pierce Ruprecht ’92. 
2000s
Madeline M. Wermuth ’07, Austin, Texas, 
January 9, 2014. Survivors include her 
parents, Bruce M. Wermuth ’80 and 
Sherry Casady Wermuth ’79; a sister, 
Heidi A. Wermuth ’06; uncles Robert A. 
Wermuth ’77, Andrew G. Wermuth ’86 
and Marty J. Robinson ’91; and an aunt, 
Ann Wermuth Robinson ’88. 
Professor Emeritus of Chemistry Cliffe Joel died Jan. 9 in 
Williston, Vt. He was 81.
Joel joined the Lawrence faculty in 1968 and taught the 
full array of chemistry courses, including his personal 
favorite, Chemistry of Your Brain, until his retirement 
in 1997. During his 29-year tenure in the chemistry 
department, Joel played a leading role in creating an 
innovative curriculum for Lawrence’s involvement with the 
ChemLinks Coalition.
He served as president of the Midwest Collegiate Athletic Conference in the 
late 1970s and chaired the committee that revised Lawrence’s honor code in 
the 1980s. He spent 10 years serving as one of the college’s original “faculty 
associates,” eating meals with students in the residence halls and setting up 
review sessions.
Upon his retirement, Joel said working closely with individual students, 
especially those with either an academic or personal problem, was the most 
meaningful aspect of his career. “I’ve always tried to be a good listener, help 
them get things off their chest, put things in perspective and steer them 
toward a solution,” he remarked at the time.
Continued on next page
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ALUMNI TODAY
IN MEMORIAM— 
FAMILY MEMBERS
Margaret Albrecht, Appleton, Wis., 
December 27, 2013, mother of  
Karl P. Albrecht ’79, and Stephen L. 
Albrecht ’86.
Alida H. Anderson, St. Charles, Ill., 
March 22, 2013, mother of Nora 
Anderson Lewis ’99.
James M. Arps, Appleton, Wis., 
December 29, 2013, father of James 
H. Arps ’89, father-in-law of Beth 
Berryman Arps ’89.
Duaine Barthels, June 7, 2013, 
grandfather of Elizabeth Catherine 
Barthels ’15.
Bruce J. Berlowski, Sheboygan Falls, 
Wis., November 7, 2013, father of 
Bruce J. Berlowski ’04.
Rosemary Bonner, Fort Myers, Fla., 
October 10, 2013, mother of Beth 
Bonner Gall ’78, and Patricia K.  
Bonner ’82.
Neil C. Branson, Milwaukee, Wis.,  
July 12, 2013, husband of Beverly Hart 
Branson ’55.
John L. Coffey, November 10, 2012, 
father of Lisa Coffey Robbins ’79, 
father-in-law of Stephen E. Robbins ’78.
James M. Davies, Oshkosh, Wis., 
September 1, 2013, husband of 
Margaret Hoyer Davies ’54.
Donald L. Dobbe, Lakewood, Wis.,  
July 2, 2013, father of Steven L.  
Dobbe ’87, father-in-law of Jenny 
Buchholtz Dobbe ’88.
Ingrid Erickson, Malibu, Calif., 
September 21, 2012, wife of Ralph H. 
Erickson ’54.
Carol W. Fox, Perrysburg, Ohio, 
September 24, 2013, wife of Robert M. 
Fox ’57.
Kathleen J. Fritz, Fallbrook, Calif., June 
17, 2013, wife of Robert R. Fritz ’49.
Carol Galloway, Appleton, Wis., July 14, 
2013, sister-in-law of Richard Galloway ’46, 
sister-in-law of Jean Galloway Erickson ’48, 
aunt of Peter G. Erickson ’85. 
Marilyn M. Georgiadis, Richmond, Va., 
September 14, 2013, mother of Basil D. 
Georgiadis ’78.
Helen Gregorski, Brookfield, Wis., 
September 17, 2012, mother of Lori 
Gregorski Ryan ’86.
Helen E. Hanisch, Oshkosh, Wis., 
August 20, 2013, mother of Robert J. 
Hanisch ’76.
Milton J. Hayman, Maiden Rock, Wis., 
March 26, 2012, husband of Marilyn 
Fiedler Hayman M-D’50.
Toini E. Heikkinen, September 23, 
2013, mother of Jacob H. Heikkinen ’66.
Richard I. Hendra, Ishpeming, Mich., 
November 5, 2013, husband of Ruth 
Wangerin Hendra ’59.
Jane Cobb Herzog, White Bear Lake, 
Minn., February 22, 2013, mother of 
Mollie Herzog Keys ’64.
Gilbert S. Hill, Waupaca, Wis., July 22, 
2013, husband of Bettie Falvey Hill ’49.
Richard E. Holden, June 10, 2013, 
father of Elizabeth Holden ’75.
Oleg Kurchatov, August 11, 2012, 
father of Elena Kurchatova Fritz ’95, 
grandfather of Greta Maria Fritz ’17. 
Nancy Laarman, June 27, 2013, 
mother of Linda M. Laarman ’73.
Robert Magliocco, April 4, 2013, 
husband of Janet Coffelt Davis M-D’53.
Jean Miller, Menasha, Wis., December 
18, 2013, mother of Eric S. Miller ’69, 
grandmother of Margaret Erika Miller ’13.
Professor Emeritus of English Ben Ross Schneider 
Jr., who spent 28 years on the Lawrence University 
faculty, died July 24 in Brookline, Mass. He was 93 
years old.
Schneider joined the faculty in 1955 and taught 
until his retirement in 1983. He was recognized with 
an honorary Master of Arts degree by Lawrence at the 
college’s 1983 commencement.
A dedicated teacher, researcher and writer, Schneider was a pioneer in the 
use of computers for research in the humanities. He placed great value on 
the Socratic Method of teaching, the philosophy of the ancient Greek and 
Roman Stoics, and a straightforward reading of Shakespeare’s plays based 
on these classical moral principles. These principles guided not only his 
teaching and research but his own life as well.
In the 1970s, he computerized an 11-volume reference work entitled The 
London Stage, 1660–1800 with the help of 18 student assistants and two 
programmers. After nine dedicated years, he produced a general index to the 
500,000 references to names and titles it contained. The project resulted 
in the well-received book Travels in Computerland. A reviewer for Computing 
Newsletter hailed Schneider as “the Saul Bellow of computerland.” He also 
authored the book My Personal Computer and Other Family Crises.
Shortly before he died, Schneider held the page proofs for his latest book, 
Shakespeare’s Morals, forthcoming next year from Edwin Mellen Press. A 
website he created, www.stoics.com, will be maintained as a resource for 
future researchers.
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Arthur J. Nielsen, Appleton, Wis., 
October 27, 2013, father of Heidi 
Nielsen Folks ’81.
Mildred Pinkerton, Madison, Wis.,  
June 6, 2013, mother of Tad B. 
Pinkerton ’60 and Anne Pinkerton 
Davidson ’64, mother-in-law of Hannah 
Gale Pinkerton ’60. 
Julian C. Reeves, Evanston, Ill., April 
28, 2012, father of Janet Reeves 
Covington ’68, Judith Reeves Brown ’71 
and Mary Susanne Reeves ’76.
Richard J. Shereikis, Evanston, Ill., 
March 29, 2013, father of Rebecca A. 
Shereikis ’88.
Robert Sheridan, Rochester, Minn., 
February 13, 2013, father of Elizabeth 
Sheridan Rammer ’84.
Cathy A. Spitzfaden, December 
15, 2013, mother of David Thomas 
Spitzfaden ’14.
Bernard O. Stieg, Neenah, Wis., August 
20, 2013, father of Paul M. Stieg ’82.
Paul W. Strahl, Medford, Ore., August 
29, 2012, husband of Helen Forwark 
Strahl ’52.
Delbert Taebel, Austin, Texas, August 
31, 2012, husband of Kay Swan  
Taebel ’59.
Harold W. Thurner, August 19, 2013, 
father of Mark W. Thurner ’80.
Roger E. Tornow, Miami, Fla., 
September 12, 2013, husband of Kay 
Collipp Tornow ’54.
Faye Traas, Sheboygan, Wis., August 
30, 2013, wife of Louis D. Traas ’45, 
mother of Anne Traas Baruth ’91, sister 
of Zoe DeLorme Bylin ’62, mother-in-
law of Philip A. Baruth ’96 and Michael 
P. Cisler ’78, grandmother of John P. 
Baruth ’00, step-grandmother of Caitlin 
Cisler ’06. 
Joyce Veneziale, Rochester, Minn., 
November 3, 2012, mother of Carla J. 
Veneziale ’87.
James P. Waite, Fort Collins, Colo., 
October 24, 2013, father of Alicia M. 
Waite ’02.
Clarence Wolfgram, September 23, 
2013, grandfather of Ryan J. Vander 
Wielen ’00.
FRIENDS
Marie Van Hoy Bellin, Winston-Salem, 
N.C., November 28, 2013.
John E. Goode, Evanston, Ill., August 8, 
2013. Goode served on the Lawrence 
University Board of Trustees from 1978 
to 1989. He was elected emeritus 
trustee in 1990.
Leonard C. Hoeft, Tuscon, Ariz., 
October 30, 2013.
Charles M. Richardson, San Anselmo, 
Calif., June 12, 2013.
Mowry Smith, Neenah, Wis., August 
14, 2013. Smith was a member of the 
Lawrence University Board of Trustees 
from 1962 to 1989. He was elected 
emeritus trustee in 1990.
William Webb, Naples, Fla., June 2, 
2013.
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To register, call 920-839-2216 or email Samantha at szynskis@lawrence.edu  
For seminar details, visit:www.lawrence.edu/s/bjorklunden
June 15–20 • Listen to the Birds Don Quintenz
June 22–27 • Exploring Mozart’s Don Giovanni Michael Mizrahi and  
  Erica Scheinberg
July 6–11 •  Take Me Out to the Ball Game: The Mythology, Allure and Evolution of Steve Landfried ’66 
the Game We Love 
 • Collision: The Conquest and Colonization of Latin America Jake Frederick 
 • A Cinematic View of Today’s Spain Paula Sprague
July 13–18 • The Kennedys: An American Experience Tim Crain
 •  The Tragic Comedy of Nikolai Gogol: Prose, Plays, Opera and Film Peter Thomas 
 • Midwest Medieval: Understanding the Boynton Chapel Ben Tilghman ’99
July 20–26 •  Nothing Like the Sun: Scenes of Love in Shakespeare’s Plays and Poems Liz Cole ’63 and John Garrison
 • Watercolor: The Expressive Medium  Helen Klebesadel
 • Exploring Digital Photography Philip Krejcarek
July 27–Aug 1 • Women in Medieval Society Jane Tibbets Schulenburg ’65
 •  Literature Meets the Law: From Oscar Wilde to J.R.R. Tolkien Robert Spoo ’79
 • A Fatal Triangle: Elijah, Jezebel and Ahab Bill Urbrock and Merlaine Angwall
August 3–9 • Tritone Jazz Fantasy Camp 
August 10–15 • Europe and the Modern World Tim Crain
 •  Sousa and Beyond: The American Wind Band as a Musical and Cultural Force Andrew Mast
 •  How Can They Believe That!? Theories of the Origin and Nature of Religious Belief Dirck Vorenkamp
August 24–29 •  Spotlight on Great Directors: Their Classic Films, Their Favorite Players Jack Rhodes 
and Their Creative Teams
 • Learning Life by Studying Lincoln James Cornelius ’81
 • Foreign Correspondence: The News from Abroad Terry Moran ’82
September 7–12 • The U.S., Iran and the New Middle East Jon Greenwald
 • What Makes the French so … French? Eilene Hoft-March and  
  Judy Sarnecki
 • Writing Our Lives Through Fact and Fiction Paul McComas ’83
September 14–19 • The Wild Mushrooms of Door County Charlotte Lukes
 •  The 1940s: Exploring the Decade Through Film, Literature and Popular Culture Jack Rhodes
 • Agamemnon, Oedipus and Medea Daniel Taylor ’63
September 21–26 • Best Words, Best Order: A Poetry Workshop Marilyn Taylor
 • Aldo Leopold: An Ethical Compass for Our Time Susan Flader
 • Parallel Pleasures: Wine and Music James Grine
Sep 28–Oct 3 • Watercolor: A Fresh Start Helen Klebesadel
 • Bridge in the 21st Century—Take the Challenge! Liz Wallner and Orlaine Gabert
 • Door’s Fabulous Plant and Wildlife Communities Don Quintenz
October 5–10 •  The Greatest Novel Almost Never Inked: The Master and Margarita Henry Timm 
October 12–17 • How to Write a Children’s Book James Mihaley
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The
BIG
Picture
Members of the Lawrence women’s softball team were “freezin’ 
for a reason” in February as they participated in the 2014  
Polar Plunge® to raise money for Special Olympics Wisconsin. 
The event took place in Miller’s Bay, located in Memorial Park 
in Oshkosh, Wis. Although the wind chill made the temperature 
feel like -8°F, no one hesitated when it was time to jump into 
the 30°F water. 
“It was pure excitement,” said 
Tierney Duffey ’16, who organized 
the team’s efforts. “It's a complete 
rush of adrenaline that you can't 
feel by doing anything else! Even 
though you feel miserable and cold, 
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the fact that you’re a part of something so much bigger 
than yourself makes it all worthwhile.”
Head Softball Coach Kim Tatro said the team began 
planning to take the plunge last fall. “When Tierney asked 
me, it was still warm out, so it seemed like an excellent 
idea at the time. I really didn’t want to know what the 
temperature was the day of the plunge. I will say that  
my hair immediately froze upon exiting the water!”
Everyone who participated agreed that the event brought 
the team closer together. 
“The plunge showed everyone on the team that we are willing 
to support each other in any aspect; all we have to do is reach 
out to one another,” said Marisa Thackston ’17. “We brought 
two vans full of college girls ready to show Special Olympics 
participants that they are supported by their community.” 
The team’s efforts raised more than $3,900.
711 E. Boldt Way
Appleton, WI 54911-5690
When Lawrence consolidated with Milwaukee-Downer in 
1964, Jon and Ann Leverenz Keckonen had no way of 
knowing that 50 years later they would be celebrating not 
only their 50th reunion, but also the fact that five consecutive 
generations of their family are now Lawrentians. Ann’s 
grandmother attended Milwaukee-Downer in the Class of 
1920. Ann’s father graduated from Lawrence in 1940. Ann 
and Jon met at Lawrence in their sophomore year, and they 
were married three months after their graduation in 1964. 
Their daughter Beth Keckonen Hejl graduated in 1991. Now 
the proud grandparents are looking forward to the graduation 
of Beth’s daughter Stephanie Vahlsing in 2015. 
“We feel strongly that a liberal arts education is a huge 
benefit in facing all kinds of challenges the world presents. 
We appreciated the outstanding faculty, the close-knit 
community of students, the introduction to a wide variety 
of disciplines and the great friends we made on campus. 
Because we live in Wisconsin, it is easy to stay connected 
to Lawrence through reunions, and we’re looking forward 
to our 50th. Naturally each return to campus evokes many 
memories for both of us.”
Jon and Ann have been longtime members of the Founders 
Club and recently made a qualified charitable distribution 
from Jon’s IRA. Using appreciated stock, Jon and Ann set up 
Celebrating the Past,  
Securing the Future
a charitable gift annuity—a gift that provides them income 
now and will eventually fund a scholarship for Lawrence 
students. Also, they both have bequests to Lawrence in 
their wills. “We are grateful for the financial assistance our 
daughter received and our granddaughter is receiving at 
Lawrence and we consider it a privilege to be able to support 
the school that has done so much for our whole family.”
For more information about deferred gifts or establishing a scholarship at Lawrence University, 
call Susan Stellmacher ’03, director of major and planned giving, at 920-832-6551 or email 
susan.a.stellmacher@lawrence.edu. 
FROM LEFT: Jon Keckonen ’64, Stephanie Vahlsing ’15 and  
Ann Leverenz Keckonen ’64
